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August 2, 2026 Communion Sunday

We Gather
Gathering Music & Chimes
Welcome & Announcements
Introit “Semper Paratus” Coast Guard Song

(verse 1 and chorus)
Threshold Moment

*Call to Worship

Leader: The God of all creation makes us one in the flesh.

eople: Let us join hearts and voices in praise.

Leader: In Jesus Christ, we are made one in the Spirit.

People: Let us be united in truth through the same one Spirit.

Leader: We practice our faith in many different ways.

People: Yet we confess one Lord Jesus Christ.

Leader: We render different forms of ministry.

People: Yet our calling is one because Christ is undivided.

Leader: Rejoice, people of God: Christ is among us, calling us together
at his one Table.

People: Praise the Lord! Let us worship together.

We Praise God

*Hymn Sing
Children’s Time Pastor Lou
Worship Song “Open the Eyes of My Heart” Baloche

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Forgive us Lord, when we want to be a church ever-reforming, yet cling to comfortable
ways. Forgive us when we want to honor your still speaking voice, but are fearful of
insights which challenge old assumptions. Forgive us when we want to live into Jesus’
dream of oneness, but fail to listen to voices of difference. Amen.

Words of Assurance
Invitation to the Offering

Offertory “Holy, Holy, Holy” Smith

Marna Jeffery



*Doxology # 94 Red Hymnal

*Prayer of Dedication

Holy God, as we present our tithes and offerings in worship, we know we come from
a world that is tearing itself apart due to division. Even among your followers, we find
ourselves shutting down and closing ourselves to those who don’t think or act as we
do. We need to be reminded that you desire unity and one mind from your children —
not a church void of disagreement, but one where we work at listening in love more
than working at speaking louder and winning the day. We dedicate not just our gifts
but our hearts and minds to the work of your unifying love. In Christ, we pray. Amen.

We Share the Word

A Reading from the Gospel Mark 10:46-52
Hymn #2190 “Bring Forth the Kingdom” Black Songbook
A Reading from the Gospel Matthew 13:9-16
Sermon "Healing the Blind” Pastor Lou

Anti-Bias, Anti-Racism Series — Part 1

We Respond
The Great Thanksgiving

Communion

Communion Prayer

Lord, we give you thanks for inviting us to your table and sharing your feast. May we
know that we have been fed with love and grace, and may we follow you out in the
world, ambassadors of your hope and peace. Amen.

*Hymn #454 “Open My Eyes” Red Hymnal

We are Sent Forth

*Benediction

*Parting Music

*Please stand as you are able



Semper Paratus
Coast Guard Song
Verse 1 and chorus

From Aztec Shore to Arctic Zone,
To Europe and Far East,
The flag is carried by our ships
In times of war and peace;
And never have we struck it yet
In spite of foemen’s might,
Who cheered our crews and cheered again
For showing how to fight

We're always ready for the call
We place our trust in Thee
Through surf and storm and howling gale
High shall our purpose be
Semper Paratus is our guide
Our fame, our glory, too
To fight to save or fight and die
Aye, Coast Guard, we are for you!



Open the Eyes of My Heart

Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
| want to see You
| want to see You

To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy

Holy holy holy
Holy holy holy
Holy holy holy

| want fo see You

Doxology #94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluial Praise
God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluial Alleluia! Alleluial



Mark 10:46-52

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd
were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar,
was sitting by the roadside. 4 When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on mel” 4 Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but
he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you."” 50
So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 3! Then
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind
man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52 Jesus said to
him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately, he regained
his sight and followed him on the way.

“Go, your faith has
made you well!”



Bring Forth the Kingdom
#2190, Black Songbook

You are salt for the earth, O people:
Salt for the Kingdom of God!
Share the flavor of life, O people:
Life in the Kingdom of God!

{Refrain:} Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy,
bring forth the Kingdom of peace;
bring forth the Kingdom of Justice,

bring forth the City of God!

You are a light on the hill, O people:
Light for the City of God!
Shine so holy and bright, O people:
Shine for the Kingdom of God! {Refrain}

You are a seed of the Word, O people:
Bring forth the Kingdom of God!
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice,
grow in the Kingdom of God! {Refrain}

We are a blest and a pilgrim people:
Bound for the Kingdom of God!
Love our journey and love our homeland:
Love is the Kingdom of God! {Refrain}



Matthew 13:9-16

“If you have ears, hear!”

10 Then the disciples came and asked him, “Why do you speak to
them in parablese” 1" He answered, “To you it has been given to
know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not
been given. 12 For to those who have, more will be given, and they
will have an abundance, but from those who have nothing, even
what they have will be taken away. 13 The reason | speak to them
in parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they
do not listen, nor do they understand.’ 4 With them indeed is fulfilled
the prophecy of Isaiah that says:
‘You will indeed listen but never understand,

and you will indeed look but never perceive.
15 For this people’s heart has grown dull,

and their ears are hard of hearing,

and they have shut their eyes,
so that they might not look with their eyes,

and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and
turn—

and | would heal them.’
16 “But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they
hear.



The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

You are true to who You are and reveal to us the glories of your
presence. You are a God of love, who speaks against oppression
and injustice. You are a God of grace, who asks us to forgive those
who are blind to their privilege, even as You invite the world to learn
from You--You who are gentle and humble of heart.

You are the Creator God, who weaves the beauty of diversity into
something fresh and new, the garment of understanding and
wonder.

You call us to follow You out of the familiar and comfortable, and to
live by faith: Calling upon Your holy name,
and trusting in the power of Your grace.
You invite us to be like Jonah and preach Your word in Nineveh,
bringing salvation to our historical oppressors.
You move our hearts to say with Ruth; “Wherever you live,
That is where | will now live. You wil be family.
Your God will be mine. | will even die for you, buried next to you.”

Because You show Your mercy to every nation and people upon the
earth; because You speak every language and delight in every
culture; we join in your praise with all the earth.

Because You have embraced people from every continent, have
walked with all of our ancestors, continuing to hear Your praise even
in forgotten languages that are sung continually around Your throne;
we join in their endless praise, saying:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

You are holy and Jesus is Immanuel, God with us.

Leaving all that was familiar in heaven, Jesus was born info the
people and culture of Israel. Jesus was taught the language and the
traditions of his family. Jesus worshiped in the Temple in Jerusalem.
Jesus came first to the lost sheep of Israel, people of his race, people
of his culture.

Jesus also shared Your grace with Roman oppressors,

who lynched his people. Jesus entered into deep theological
discussions with a Samaritan woman, breaking cultural taboos and
stereotypes.

Jesus responded to the needs of a Syro-Phoenician woman,

going against the deeply ingrained prejudices that his society had
taught him. Jesus realized that You, O God, love every one of your
many and diverse creatures in the world so much that You wanted
us all to believe, even if it meant personal sacrifice for him.

When culture dictated that the least important was to wash feet,
Jesus broke with social convention, left the seat of honor, fook off his
robe, and with a towel and basin in his hands, knelt and washed the
feet of the one who would betray him; washed the feet of the one
who would deny him not once but three times; and the feet of those
who would desert him to save their own lives. Jesus invites us to do
the same.

As an expression of his religious and cultural heritage, Jesus took the
bread and remembered the historical struggles of his people, and
shared the story and the bread with everyone, saying:

“Take, eat, this is my body given for you.”

As an expression of his religious and cultural heritage, Jesus took the
cup and remembered the historical struggles of his people, and
shared all of it with everyone, saying:



“Drink with me all of you, for this is my blood poured out as a withess
to the Divine Covenant of forgiveness with you and the whole
world.”

Jesus loved and taught across social boundaries to bring salvation
to the whole world.

Jesus came not just to save his own people but to save all peoples.

Jesus came not just to save his own economic class but those of any
class. Jesus came not just to save those of his own gender identity,
but those of every gender identity.

We have testified that this mystery of salvation found in Jesus Christ
is for all, when we say:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Cross-cultural Dancer, Wind of Change use these simple gifts of
bread and wine to become for us the body and blood of Christ,
source of Your transforming power.

Cross-cultural Dancer, Wind of Change use the simple gift of our
lives, our culture, our faithfulness, and our dreams to become for the
world, the church: the authentic body and devoted lover of Christ,
source of Your transforming power.

Cross-cultural Dancer, Wind of Change be with all those called to
cross the social boundaries of race and culture to boldly go where
only Your grace could send them.

Give them the courage to accept Your challenge to pick up their
cross and follow You. Use their faithfulness to set the captives free,
to restore sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed, and to share
the good news of the availability of your grace to all.
May we

Be blessed by the presence of the Christ.

Be blessed by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Be blessed by the creativity of the Divine Inspiration,

For all of this we give our thanks and praise. Amen.



Open My Eyes
Hymn #454

Open my eyes, that | may see
glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now | wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that | may hear
voices of truth thou sendest clear;
and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.
Silently now | wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear
gladly the warm fruth everywhere;
open my heart and let me prepare
love with thy children thus to share.

Silently now | wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!



This Week's Calendar

SUNDAY
9:00-9:20 AM
9:30 AM

9:45 AM
10:30 AM
11:15 AM

MONDAY

August 2, 2026

Prayer time — Conference Room
Worship

Big Faith Sunday School — lower level
Coffee Fellowship — Wiltse Center
Faith Linked — Ryder Lounge

August 3, 2026

9:30 AM
10:00-12:00
PM

2:00 PM
5:30 PM

TUESDAY

Prayer Shawl Group — Panera
Chair Volleyball — Wiltse Center

Gun Violence Prevention — Study Room
Chair Yoga — Social Hall

August 4, 2026

9:00 - 11:00 AM
10:00 AM

12:30 - 3:00 PM
6:00 PM

6:00 PM

7:020 PM

WEDNESDAY
9:00 - 11:00 AM
10:00 — 12:00 PM

THURSDAY

Open Pickleball — Wiltse Center
Galatians Study — Study Room
Dog Training — Social Hall

UWF Board — Ryder Lounge
Greater Balance — Social Hall
Missions — Conference Room 2

August 5, 2026
Open Pickleball — Wiltse Center

JTSC set building — Social Hall & SR

August 6, 2026

9:00 — 11:00 AM
11:30 AM
6:00 PM

FRIDAY

Open Pickleball — Wiltse Center
Chair Yoga — Social Hall
Line Dancing — Social Hall

Augqust 7, 2026 — Office Closed

8:30 AM

SATURDAY

Men’s Group — Kenzie’s

August 8, 2026

No Scheduled Activities



Church of the Dunes
Information, Events, and Activities
Events and activities are open to all.

TODAY IN WORSHIP
¢ Communion: All are welcome. If you are worshiping from home, you may wish to have some
juice and bread on hand to participate.
o Hunger Offering for Supper House: If you would like to give by check, please make payable to
Church of the Dunes with “hunger offering” on the memo line.
e Name Tag Sunday: Please wear a nametag for worship and for coffee fellowship time
afterwards. Temporary nametags are available at the welcome desk.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL FAITH LINKED - SUNDAYS, 11:15 AM

The Faith Linked discussion group is continuing their study on Days of Awe and Wonder by Marcus J.
Borg. This group will continue to meet in the Ryder Lounge (main floor), but their meeting start time has
moved to 11:15 a.m. See Gail Smant for more information.

FEEDING AMERICA FOOD TRUCK VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - FRIDAY, AUGUST 7

Volunteer to support the Feeding America food truck at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church on Friday, August
7 between 8:45 and 11:45 a.m. Volunteers should wear comfortable clothes and bring a water bottle.
Sign up on the missions bulletin board in the weekday entrance. See Diane Gordon for more information.

SERVING SATURDAY EVENT - SATURDAY, AUGUST 8, 9:00-11:00 AM

Looking for an easy way to serve your community? Join Church of the Dunes in coloring bags for Kid’s
Food Basket. This volunteer opportunity will be held in the lower level of Kenzie’s Be Café in Grand
Haven from 9:00 — 11:00 a.m. All ages and abilities are welcome! Join for coloring or just stop by for
fellowship and coffee. See Madelyn Steinbeck for more information.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP — MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 1:00 PM

Life After Loss support group offers a safe space for discussion and sharing for those who have
experienced a death-related loss. Led by Trinity Health — At Home professionals, this group meets in the
Ryder Lounge at 1:00 p.m. on the second Monday of each month.

RISE & SHINE PLAYGROUP — SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 10:00 AM
The Rise & Shine preschool playgroup will meet on Saturday, August 15 at Pottawattamie Park in Grand
Haven at 10:00 a.m. This is a supervised playtime with time for fellowship for parents.

WEDNESDAY EVENING POTLUCK SUPPER — WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 5:00 PM
All are invited to a potluck supper on Wednesday, August 19 at 5:00 p.m. in the Wiltse Center. Beverages,
a main dish, and tableware will be provided, just bring a side dish to pass.

EDUCATION GRANT APPLICATIONS DUE — THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 1:00 PM

Twice each year, the Memorial Fund Committee awards one-time education grants to successful
applicants. Members and staff of Church of the Dunes, and children and grandchildren of members who
have a connection to the church may apply. Applications can be picked up from the church office, and
are due back by Thursday, August 27 at 1:00 p.m.



All are Welcome

The United Methodist Church of the Dunes aspires to love as Jesus loved.
We open our hearts, minds, and doors to all.
This congregation invites persons of all races, sexual orientations and gender identities, ages, abilities,
and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of the Christian life.

Sundays at Church of the Dunes

Worship - 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary
For a link to the recorded livestream, visit www.umcdunes.org/worship.

Nursery - available during 9:30 a.m. worship
It is located a short distance down the hall from the worship space.

Sunday School for Children - Oasis classroom, lower level
The pastor will dismiss students to Sunday School from worship after the Children’s Time.

Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m. - Wilise Center fellowship area
Please stop by for fresh coffee and delicious refreshments.

Notes from the Church Office

Church Office Hours
Monday -Thursday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

The bulletin deadline is noon on Tuesdays, and earlier on holiday weeks. Bulletin space is limited and
often fills up well before the deadline. Early submissions are recommended.

Church of the Dunes would like to stay connected with you and to be supportive of you and your
loved ones. If your contact information has changed, please let the church office know. If you or a family
member is hospitalized, going to be having surgery, or is homebound and would like a visit, please let us
know. Let us know, as well, if you have experienced a death in your family.

Flowers on the altar are provided by members of the congregation, often to celebrate an anniversary, a
birthday, or in memory of a loved one. The arrangements are $40 and can be taken home after the
service. Several dates in August are available! Please call the office for more information.


http://www.umcdunes.org/worship

Praises and Prayers

The flowers are from Michelle DeVito in memory of her dad Ben DeVito who would have been 100
years old on August 5.

The rose on the altar is in celebration of the birth of Nora Bryne Wright on July 18 to Brianna and Matt
Wright.

Birthdays
TODAY Bill Cansfield, Vicki Fritsma
Contributions vs Expenses
Average of Weekly Percent of
Contributions Weekly Budgeted Contributions
Week Of Received Contributions Expenses to Expenses
July 26 $5,326 $9,790 $10,631 92%

To give by mail, please send offering to United Methodist Church of the Dunes, 717 Sheldon Road, Grand
Haven, Ml 49417. To give online, visit https://umcdunes.org/give/.

Aftendance

Sunday, July 26, 2026

Sanctuary 157 (10 in Nursery/Sunday school)
Online Views 126 (84 x1.5)
TOTAL 283

* Since one online view may include more than one person watching, the Michigan Conference of the
UMC recommends multiplying the number of views by 1.5 to estimate online attendance total.


https://umcdunes.org/give/

SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Pastor:

Liturgist:

Music:
Technology:
Greeter:
Welcome Center:
Ushers:

Coffee Hour Hosts:

Rev. Lou Grettenberger

Jim Burch

Hymn Sing; Marna Jeffery, Organ & Piano

Jack Cook, Trevor Larkins, David Norton

Doug Thorpe

Susan Thorpe

Sam Easterly, Jane Brown, Karyn & Gary Gillan, Dan Starkey
Carla Pearce

Next Week — Auqust 9

Pastor:

Liturgist:

Music:
Technology:
Greeter:

Welcome Center:
Ushers:

Coffee Hour Hosts:

Rev. Lou Grettenberger

Robert Mann

Doug LaFayette, Bass; Marna Jeffery, Organ & Piano

Jim Burch, Jane Norton, David Norton

Jodie Freeman

Gail Ringelberg

Sam Easterly, Maria Hoekstra, Heather Torrance, Jackie & Tom Laughlin
Carla Pearce

Church of the Dunes is a family of faith which seeks to:

grow in God’s grace and love.

challenge and equip all members to be faithful disciples.
share the Good News.

demonstrate and reflect the love of God.

Church office hours are Monday — Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
For pastoral emergencies, please call Pastor Lou on his cellphone at 231-883-9806.



