
 

 

 

 



February 1, 2026                                                                                     

 
 

We Gather 
 

Gathering Music & Chimes                                                                        
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Threshold Moment          Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Introit                                                                “Glorify”                                                                     Pethel         
                                                                                                                                                                                        Chancel Choir 

  
        

*Call to Worship 

 

Leader: Friends, what worship does God desire of us? 
People: To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with God. 
Leader: In our life together as the body of Christ, what worship does  

God desire of us? 
People: To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with God. 
Leader: When we share the good news with all creation, what worship does 

God desire of us? 
People: To do justice, love kindness, and live humbly with God. 
Leader: Come, let us worship God with justice, kindness, and humility! 
People: We come to worship God with our voices and our lives. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

We Praise God   
 
*Hymn #568                                     “Christ for the World We Sing ”                                 Red Hymnal 
   
Children’s Time  

   

Worship Song                                       “Let it be a Hallelujah” Myrin/Daigle/Busbee 

  
Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 

 

        Holy God, we feel weak when it comes to following your commands. We neglect the things you 
desire of us—to do justice, and raise up the powerless: Lord, have mercy. When we fail to love 
as You do—to show compassion and care for those in need: Christ, have mercy. When we 
forget the rituals you require—To create relationships of righteousness and peace: Lord have 
mercy. Help us live lives that reflect our faith and your love. Amen. 

 
Words of Assurance 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Offertory                                                    “In Christ Alone”                                               Getty/Townend 

                                                                                                                                                                                  Chancel Choir  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                        

*Doxology  #94                      “Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow”                              Red Hymnal             
 
 

 *Prayer of Dedication   

 

   God of Justice and Mercy, you do not ask for thousands of offerings or rivers of oil, only that 
we live with love, humility, and a hunger for what is right. Accept these gifts we bring—not as 
bargaining chips, but as signs of our desire to follow you. Use them and us to pour out 
kindness where the world is aching, to walk alongside the weary, and to bring your healing 
presence into troubled places. May our giving be our “yes” to your call, our response to your 
grace, and our witness to your hope. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

We Share the Word 
 

A Reading from the New Testament                                                                             1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

Hymn  #344                                 “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”                                        Red Hymnal 
                                                                         
A Reading from the Old Testament                                                                                             Micah 6:1-8 
 

Sermon                                                  “Walking Humbly”                                       Pastor Lou  
 
 

We Respond to the Word 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Time of Communion 
 

Music During Communion       “Behold the Lamb”                                                  arr. Nolan 
      Chancel Choir 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

        Faithful and loving God, you created salt within the earth to protect and heal; to cure and add 
flavor to the food we eat. When you created our bodies, you put that salt in us. And in you, we 
are the salt of the earth.  

 
 

You created light to warm the world so that life could exist and find order. You came to us as 
light so that we would not be overcome by the darkness. And you place that light in us and 
call us to be the light of the world.  

 

As we reflect on these mysteries, we give you thanks for the sustenance you have provided 
at your table. May our light so shine before people that you will be glorified and the whole 
world would join us in our praise of you. Amen.  

 
 

*Hymn #2158                                     “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”                                 Black Songbook  
  
 

We are Sent Forth 
*Benediction 
*Chimes & Parting Music                                     
                

 

 

   *Please stand as you are able 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Christ for the World We Sing 

Hymn #568 
 

   Christ for the world we sing, 

the world to Christ we bring, 

with loving zeal; 

the poor, and them that mourn, 

the faint and overborne, 

sin-sick and sorrow-worn, 

whom Christ doth heal. 
 

 Christ for the world we sing, 

the world to Christ we bring, 

with fervent prayer; 

the wayward and the lost, 

by restless passions tossed, 

redeemed at countless cost, 

from dark despair. 
 

 Christ for the world we sing, 

the world to Christ we bring, 

with one accord; 

with us the work to share, 

with us reproach to dare, 

with us the cross to bear, 

for Christ our Lord. 
 

 Christ for the world we sing, 

the world to Christ we bring, 

with joyful song; 

the newborn souls, whose days, 

reclaimed from error's ways, 

inspired with hope and praise, 

to Christ belong. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Let it Be a Hallelujah 
 

Take my life and let it be my soul devoted Lord to Thee 

Take my moments and all my days, make them endless praise 

Take my heart and let it move In spirit and in truth 

For the glory of Your name 
 

With every breath that's in me  

With every song and melody 

Let it be a hallelujah 

In every breaking moment, in every blessing that You give 

Let it be a hallelujah, Oh let it be a hallelujah 
 

All my hopes and all my fears, every trial every tear 

In the chaos You remain faithful all the way 

Through the victories, through the scars 

Let me echo who You are, for the glory of Your name 
 

With every breath that's in me,  

with every song and melody 

Let it be a hallelujah 

In every breaking moment, in every blessing that You give 

Oh let it be a hallelujah, Oh let it be a hallelujah 
 

Oh let it be a hallelujah, let it be a hallelujah 

Nothing but a hallelujah to You God 

Let it be a hallelujah, all my life a hallelujah 

Let it be a hallelujah to You God 
 

With every breath that's in me, with every song and melody 

Let it be, let it be, oh, in every breaking moment 

In every blessing that You give,  

Let it be a hallelujah oh I pray  

Oh, let it be a hallelujah 

Oh let it be a hallelujah 
 

 

 

 

 



Doxology: 

Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 

Hymn # 94 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For 

it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  and the discernment 

of the discerning I will thwart.”     
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the 

proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and 

Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 

and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of 

you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not 

many were of noble birth.  
27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, 

to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, 

who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let 

the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 



 

O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 

Hymn #430 
 

O Master, let me walk with thee 

in lowly paths of service free; 

tell me thy secret; help me bear 

the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 

Help me the slow of heart to move 

by some clear, winning word of love; 

teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

and guide them in the homeward way. 
 

Teach me thy patience; still with thee 

in closer, dearer company, 

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

in trust that triumphs over wrong; 
 

In hope that sends a shining ray 

far down the future's broadening way, 

in peace that only thou canst give, 

with thee, O Master, let me live. 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Micah 6:1-8 
 

Hear what the LORD says: 

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, 

    and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

for the LORD has a case against his people, 

    and he will contend with Israel. 
3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 

    In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

    and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab 

devised, 

    what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

    that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD 

    and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 

    and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice and to love kindness 

    and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The Great Thanksgiving 

Holy God, you created the world and all who live in it. As your first 

act of Creation, you said, “Let there be light.” And there was light, 

and it was good. You make the sun rise on the good and evil 

alike, for your love has no prejudice. It is not dependent on who 

we are but is steadfast and true because that is who you are.  
 

Jesus, Light of the World, you came into the world so we might 

have life. In the mystery of God, you call us to be light in the world 

because life is something to be shared. With your obvious 

compassion for the sick, the poor, and the outcast, you taught us 

what love is. In your suffering on the cross and the glory of your 

resurrection you demonstrated how far love will go. Love, life, 

light – you have given us a purpose in the world.  
 

Holy Light, shine within us, so that we can shine brighter for you. 

Make us salt that we may season this world with grace. Let us 

gather at this table and join in this life-sustaining meal.  
 

May this sacrament renew our communion with Christ and with 

one another. With joy, we celebrate that this meal is not limited 

to this time and place. As you bind us together with the sharing 

of the cup and the loaf, we give thanks that this table extends to 

every follower that gathers in your name.  
 

With boldness, we approach this table thanks to your amazing 

grace.  

 

As Jesus sat down to eat with his disciples, he took the bread, 

broke it and gave thanks. He then passed it to his disciples, 

saying, “Eat! This is my body broken for you.”  
 

Next, he took the cup, and after he had blessed it, he gave it to 

the disciples and said, “Drink! This is the blood of the new 

covenant. My blood shed for you.”  
 

Jesus declares to his followers:   

You are the salt of the earth. 

You are the light of the world. 

 
 



These are holy statements. These are impossible statements. But 

when faced with the impossible, Jesus reminds us that in Him, all 

things are possible. Now come. Eat and drink, so that your body 

and soul may be nourished to go out into the world and continue 

the ministry of Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Just a Closer Walk with Thee  

Hymn #2158 
 

 I am weak, but thou art strong; 

Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I'll be satisfied as long 

as I walk, let me walk close to thee. 

 

Refrain: 

Just a closer walk with thee, 

grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 

daily walking close to thee: 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

 Through this world of toil and snares, 

if I falter, Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 

None but Thee, dear Lord, none but thee. [Refrain] 

 

 When my feeble life is o'er, 

time for me will be no more; 

guide me gently, safely o'er 

to thy shore, dear Lord, to thy shore. [Refrain] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This Week’s Calendar  
 

SUNDAY February 1, 2026 

10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship – Wiltse Center 

10:45 AM Faith Linked – Ryder Lounge 

MONDAY February 2, 2026 
9:30 AM Prayer Shawl Group – Panera 

    1:00-5:00 PM Piano Lessons – Galilee Room 
5:30 PM Chair Yoga – Social Hall 

 
TUESDAY February 3, 2026 

   9:00 – 11:00 AM  Open Pickleball – Wiltse Center 
9:00 – 11:00 AM Pastor’s Office Hours 
11:00 – 5:00 PM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 

2:30 – 6:30PM Piano Lessons – Galilee Room 
6:00 PM Circuit Fitness – Wiltse Center 
6:00 PM Greater Balance – Social Hall 
6:00 PM UWF Board – UWF Room 
7:00 PM Open Pickleball – Wiltse Center 
7:00 PM Missions – Conference Room 2 
7:00 PM Bells of Glory – Choir Loft 

 
WEDNESDAY February 4, 2026 

9:00 – 11:00 AM Open Pickleball – Wiltse Center 
10:00 AM Knowing Who We Are – Study Room 

1:00 – 2:00 PM Dog Training – Social Hall 
5:15 PM Wednesday Night Supper – Wiltse Center 
6:00 PM Knit & Crochet – Conference Room 
6:00 PM Guitars - Sanctuary 
7:00 PM Chancel Choir – Choir Loft 

 
THURSDAY February 5, 2026 

9:00 – 11:00 AM  Open Pickleball – Wiltse Center 
10:30 – 11:45 AM Community Singers – Choir Room 

11:00 – 5:00 PM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 
11:30 AM Chair Yoga – Social Hall 

1:00 PM NO Mary Circle  
6:00 PM Line Dancing – Social Hall 

 
FRIDAY February 6, 2026 – Office Closed 

            8:30 AM  Bible for Men - Kenzie’s Be Cafe 

    9:00-4:00 PM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 

   11:30-3:00PM Dog Training – Social Hall 

 
SATURDAY February 7, 2026 

 NO SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church of the Dunes 

Information, Events, and Activities 
 

Events and activities are open to all. 
 

TODAY IN WORSHIP 
• Communion - All are welcome at the table. If you are worshiping from home, you may wish to have 

some juice and bread on hand to participate. 

• Name Tag Sunday - Please wear a nametag for worship and for coffee fellowship time 
afterwards. Temporary nametags are available at the welcome desk.  

• Hunger Offering for Love in Action - If you would like to give by check, please make payable to 
Church of the Dunes and note “hunger offering” on the memo line. 

 

VALENTINES CHILI ‘HUG’ MEALS – ORDERS DUE BY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
Order a Valentine chili meal (chili, cornbread, cookies, and an inspirational message) for a friend in the 
tri-cities for $20. Orders can be placed during coffee fellowship time, and are due by Sunday, February 
8, to be delivered on February 12 or 13. Proceeds go to missions. 
 

BROWN BAG FOOD GATHERING FOR LOVE IN ACTION – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
Brown bags with an attached list of most-needed food items for Tri-Cities Love in Action are available in 
the welcome center. To contribute, return bags with food items to the mission’s bulletin board in the 
weekday entrance by Sunday, February 8. 
 

HARBOR TRANSIT INFO PRESENTATION – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 10:45 AM 
Worried about winter driving? Want rides to the grocery store or the doctor? After worship on Sunday, 
February 8, join in the Ryder Lounge (main floor) for a presentation on Grand Haven’s public transit 
system: Harbor Transit. Their staff will be present to answer questions. 
 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP – MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1:00 PM 
Life After Loss grief support group, led by Trinity Health – At Home professionals, meets in the Ryder 
Lounge (main floor) on the second Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. 
 

CRAFT CIRCLE MEETING – THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 9:30 AM 
Madelyn Steinbeck will join this month’s craft circle meeting to discuss community engagement projects. 
There will be time to decorate and renovate signs for community cheering events and for questions. This 
month’s meeting will be in the Bible Study Room. 
 

ALL CHURCH POTLUCK – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, AFTER WORSHIP 
All are invited to participate in a potluck during coffee fellowship on Sunday, February 15. If you can, 
please bring a dish that feeds 4+, tableware, and silverware. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL VALENTINES BOXES – NOTES DUE BY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
Our Sunday school friends have decorated Valentines boxes that will be available in the weekday 
entrance until Sunday, February 15. Please write a kind or encouraging note (please do not seal or put 
in an envelope).  
 

MEMORIAL FUND EDUCATION GRANT APPLICATIONS – DUE FEBRUARY 26 
Semiannually, the Memorial Fund Committee awards education grants to successful applicants. Details 
and eligibility requirements are available at www.umcdunes.org/serve. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.umcdunes.org/serve


 

 

All are Welcome 
 

The United Methodist Church of the Dunes aspires to love as Jesus loved. 
We open our hearts, minds, and doors to all. 

This congregation invites persons of all races, sexual orientations and gender identities, ages, abilities, 
and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of the Christian life. 

 

 

 

 

Sundays at Church of the Dunes 
 

Worship - 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary 
For a link to the recorded livestream, visit www.umcdunes.org/worship. 

 

Nursery - available during 9:30 a.m. worship 
It is located a short distance down the hall from the worship space. 

 

Sunday School for Children - Oasis classroom, lower level 
The pastor will dismiss students to Sunday School from worship after the Children’s Time. 

 

Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m. - Wiltse Center fellowship area 
Please stop by for fresh coffee and delicious refreshments. 

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Church Office 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday -Thursday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

 

The bulletin deadline is noon on Tuesdays, and earlier on holiday weeks. Bulletin space is limited and 
often fills up well before the deadline. Early submissions are recommended.  
 

Church of the Dunes would like to stay connected with you and to be supportive of you and your 
loved ones. If your contact information has changed, please let the church office know. If you or a family 
member is hospitalized, going to be having surgery, or is homebound and would like a visit, please let us 
know. Let us know, as well, if you have experienced a death in your family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUSS’ RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER FOR THE PEOPLE CENTER 
The missions and social concerns committee invites you to support The People Center using 
a coupon available only here at church. Visit Russ’ Restaurant in Grand Haven between 
February 9 - February 14 and use the coupon to request 20% of your total bill be sent to The 
People Center. The People Center will be matching funds raised up to $30,000. Coupons are 
available in the welcome center at the entrance to the sanctuary.  

http://www.umcdunes.org/worship


Praises and Prayers 
 

 FLOWERS are given by Robyn Daane for the Glory of God and in appreciation of the wonderful Church 
of the Dunes family. 

 

THANK YOU for all the cards, telephone calls, and beautiful afghan.  ….Phyllis Moody    

 

                                                                Birthdays   
                                  

February 2 Merrill Fisher (97) 

February 3 Marge Bullerdick (90), Cathy Shick 

February 5 Gail Ringelberg, Ruth Woodward 

February 6 Jim Burch 

February 7 Sylvia Burch 

February 8 Ronald Ruscett (93) 
 

  

 

Contributions vs Expenses 

 
 
 

Week Of 

 
Contributions 

Received 

Weekly 
Budgeted 
Expenses 

Percent of 
Contributions 
to Expenses 

Average of 
Weekly 

Contributions 
 

January 25 
 

$5,012 
 

$10,631 
 

60% 
 

$7,459 

 
To give by mail, please send offering to United Methodist Church of the Dunes, 717 Sheldon Road, Grand 
Haven, MI 49417. To give online, visit https://umcdunes.org/give/.  

 

Attendance 

 
                             Sunday, January 25,2026 

Sanctuary 134 (12 in Nursery/Sunday school) 

Online Views 111 (74 x1.5 )* 

TOTAL 245  

 

* Since one online view may include more than one person watching, the Michigan Conference of the 

UMC recommends multiplying the number of views by 1.5 to estimate online attendance total. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://umcdunes.org/give/


 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
 

Liturgist: Jim Burch 

Pastor: Rev. Lou Grettenberger 
Music: Chancel Choir, Marna Jeffery, Jesse Cahue 

Technology: Don Woodward, David & Jane Norton, Jacob Larkins 
Greeter: Carole Woolf 

Welcome Center: Sherry Baker 
Ushers:    Sam Easterly, Nancy Humphrey, Maria Hoekstra, Rich Cole, Neal Miller 

Coffee Hour Hosts: Carla Pearce 
 
Next Week – February 8 

Liturgist: Bruce Boonstra 
Pastor: Rev. Lou Grettenberger 
Music: Dianne Prieditis, Marna Jeffery 

Technology: Blair Miller, Trevor Larkins, David Norton, Jacob Larkins 
Greeter: Cathy Shick 

Welcome Center: Monica Bierl 
Ushers: Sam Easterly, Maria Hoekstra, Betty & Rob Roberts, Eric Weber 

 Coffee Hour Hosts: Robert & Deb Mann, Carla Pearce 
 
 
 

Church of the Dunes is a family of faith which seeks to: 

• grow in God’s grace and love. 
• challenge and equip all members to be faithful disciples. 
• share the Good News. 
• demonstrate and reflect the love of God. 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
Ministers:     All members of the congregation 

Pastor:      Rev. Lou Grettenberger (pastor@umcdunes.org) 

Administrative Assistant:  Cathryn Marshall (office@umcdunes.org) 

Director of Worship Arts:  Megan Horist (mhorist@umcdunes.org) 

Organist/Accompanist:  Marna Jeffery (mjeffery@umcdunes.org) 

Communications Lead:  Madelyn Steinbeck (communications@umcdunes.org) 

Family Ministries    Jodie Freeman (jfreeman@umcdunes.org) 

Custodian:     Cris Anderson (custodian@umcdunes.org) 

Kitchen Coordinator:   Carla Pearce (kitchen@umcdunes.org) 

Finance Manager:   Virginia Mitchell (financemanager@umcdunes.org) 

Office Assistant:    Shirley Chappell 
 
 

Church office hours are Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
For pastoral emergencies, please call Pastor Lou directly at 231-883-9806. 

 


