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PASTOR'S THOUGHTS
Advent Begins!

Rev. Lou Grettenberger, Pastor

| want to invite you over the next few weeks to reflect on the coming of Christ through an Advent
series inspired by the animated film “Inside Out.” In the movie, we see the emotions/characters that
live inside the mind of a young girl named Riley: Joy, Sadness, Anger, Fear, and Disgust. We see
her internal longings and challenges.

Advent is a season of waiting, longing, and preparation. It's a time when we look inward as much
as we look outward. Advent examines external themes that have personal implications. Are we
anxious? Experience God’s peace. Are we despairing? Listen for God’s hope. Are we sad? Know
the kind of joy that can only spring from a relationship with God? Are we feeling enmity for others?
Invite God’s love to be birthed in your hearts.

The beauty of Advent is that it acknowledges the full range of human emotion. Advent makes
space for longing, for grief, for uncertainty. Israel’s prophets cried out for justice. John the Baptist
announced a need for repentance. Mary felt fear and confusion but celebrated anyway. Joseph
wrestled with doubt. The people of Israel waited.

Into that and our own emotional complexity, Christ came and still comes today. Isn’t that what the
incarnation is about? God blesses us in our mess. Jesus didn’t come into a perfect, joy-filled world,
but into an expectant, broken one. Jesus experienced emotions — He wept, He rejoiced, He grew
weary, He loved deeply.

Advent reminds us that God meets us right where we are, not where we think we should be. God
works from the inside out, transforming hearts, renewing minds, and bringing light into our deepest
darkness.

Please consider: What's going on inside you this Advent? What parts of your heart need Christ’s
healing presence? What emotions are you tempted to hide or ignore? Let’s bring our whole selves
to God—our joys and our sadness, our hopes and our fear. Because Emmanuel—God with us—
means that we are never alone, no matter what we feel inside. May this Advent be a time of honest
reflection and renewed hope. May we prepare our hearts for the One who transforms us from the
inside out.

--Pastor Lou

United Methodist Church of the Dunes, 717 Sheldon Rd,
Grand Haven, Ml 49417
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Remembrance

Michael Anthes

died on October 24, 2025.
His celebration of life was
held at church on November
22, 2025.

Paul Clouse

died on October 27, 2025. A
memorial was held at church
on November 6, 2025.

Please keep the loved ones
of Michael and Paul in your
prayers.

Sunday Worship

9:30 a.m.

All are welcome!

Livestream and recordings of
services are available on the
church’s YouTube channel.
To find it, search Dunes
Church Grand Haven
YouTube.

Church office hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Phone:

(616) 842-7980

Email: office@umcdunes.org
United Methodist Church of
the Dunes

717 Sheldon Road

Grand Haven, M| 49417
www.umcdunes.org

Image and illustration credits for
this issue: Pixabay.com

Important Dates for Your Calendar

Thursday, December 4 - Candlelight Christmas

Wiltse Center (main floor), 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 11 - Craft Circle Holiday Tea...... Page 6
Ryder Lounge (main floor), 9:30 a.m.

Thursday, December 11 - Dunes Concert Series......... Page 5
Wiltse Center (main floor), 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 14 - Giving Tree Gifts Due

Saturday, December 20 - 20 Somethings Spikeball..... Page 5
Wiltse Center (main floor), 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Service

Church Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m.

Missions Giving Tree:
The Salvation Army

The missions giving tree returns this year
to support the Salvation Army holiday gift
gathering! Grab a gift tag with gift request
information off the giving tree. Please
return all unwrapped gifts to the weekday
entrance by Sunday, December 14.
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Church Office Hours

Regular Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Church Office Closed and No Activities
Wednesday, December 24 & Thursday, December 25
Wednesday, December 31 & Thursday, January 1

End of the Year Offerings

All offerings received AFTER Sunday, December 28 will
be processed and recorded in tax year 2026.

Winter Weather Policies

On normal school days, when Grand Haven Area Public Schools are closed due to weather
conditions, Church of the Dunes is closed, and all activities are cancelled. Closing information is
relayed to WoodTV8, and posted on the church’s Facebook page (@UMCDunes). On non-
school days, our pastor determines if activities are cancelled. If a worship cancellation occurs
due to winter weather conditions, church staff will convey the information to WoodTV8 to be
included in its list of cancelations and closings.

While Sunday worship cancelations are not common, all are strongly encouraged to choose
safety first if weather or road conditions are a concern. Remember, worship services are
livestreamed for convenient access on the Church of the Dunes YouTube channel.

Even if weather and road conditions improve throughout the day, evening activities are still
canceled. Winter weather closing policy applies to the entire day. This is because sidewalks
and parking lots will not be cleared or salted, and because meeting spaces may not be prepared.
This is a one-size-fits-all policy that is not changed on a case by case basis, even if your group
feels comfortable in the winter conditions.

Please stay safe in winter weather conditions. If your group is still meeting but you are unsure,
do what is best and safest for you. Stay warm, stay safe, and know that all cancelations and
closures are carried out with your best interests in mind.


https://www.youtube.com/@duneschurchgrandhaven/streams
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LIVE, LOVE, AND LUKE

Family Ministries Plans for Advent
Jodie Freeman, Director of Family Ministries

Advent season is here! Our Sunday School friends will be focusing on Peace, Hope, Joy, Love,
and the birth of Jesus. Last month, we challenged ourselves to practice gratitude by listing at
least seven things each day for which we are thankful. This month we are being challenged to
practice daily Bible time by reading the book of Luke. There are 24 chapters in the book of Luke,
which will take us at a pace of one chapter a day through Christmas Eve. We would encourage
you to join us in that practice. Have a blessed and warm Christmas season and we look forward
to seeing you in worship. Come, let us adore him!

We are also excited to announce that Rise & Shine Playgroup will continue in 2026. Our
schedule is posted on the Family Ministries bulletin board. If you know someone who might be
interested, please let them know about this program.

Blessings,

Jodie Freeman

fc:minmeinis’rries

Three Helpful Reminders from the Church Office
Church Office

1. When planning an event or a class, please remember that the first step is to schedule with
the office. We are getting busier and busier, so it is important to reserve your date, time,
and room before you advertise via email or bulletin. The office is in charge of putting your
event or class on the calendar and ensuring that the room you reserved is set to a
comfortable temperature.

2. When depositing a cash envelope into the safe, please be sure that the dollar amount
enclosed is written on the deposit sheet. Two unrelated people are required to confirm that
the dollar amount has been verified. Signing the form indicates that both people agree on
the amount. It is also helpful to circle or write the event or class for which the money was
collected. This ensures that the money is applied to the correct account. Please remember
not to interrupt counters during the money counting process.

3. When leaving something in the office for another person, please take a moment to label
the item with the name of the person who will be picking it up.

Thank you so much!
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Thursday, December 11

7:00 p.m.

Church Sanctuary

The West Ottawa Select Women’s Ensemble and
the West Ottawa Vocalaires will be performing a
free concert as a part of the Dunes Concert Series
on Thursday, December 11 at 7:00 p.m. This
holiday concert will be held in the church
sanctuary, and seating is general admission.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

We want to invite the our church family and the
greater community to enjoy the music of the
season! The Dunes Concert Series events are
free, open to the public, and made possible by an
ongoing contribution.

SPIKE, SET, SERVE
20 Somethings Holiday Spikeball \
Madelyn Steinbeck, 20 Somethings ¢ o

On Saturday, December 20, our 20 Somethings group will be having a Christmas holiday season
Spikeball event. There will be Christmas cookies, refreshments, and Christmas music. The
holidays can seem overwhelming, so take a break to hang out and enjoy casual fellowship time
with our Church of the Dunes 20 somethings (open to all individuals in or around their 20s).
Spikeball is an indoor/outdoor ball and net game that has been a hit with this group in the past.
The winner of Saturday’s games will receive a gift card! This is a free event, just bring yourself,
holiday cheer, and a friend!

DID YOU KNOW?

Open pickleball will expand their hours to include Tuesdays, from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. beginning on
Tuesday, January 6. Busy with work or school during the day? This was added for you!
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THANKFUL FOR A BOUNTIFUL HARVEST

Results of the Tri-Cities CROP Hunger Walk
Blair Miller

My heart-filled thanks again to the Church of the Dunes for being a committed supporter of the
Tri-Cities CROP Hunger Walk. CROP (Christians Responding to Overcome Poverty) is part of
Church World Service’s fund-raising efforts to help numerous food insecurity projects around the
world. 25% of all funds raised through the 2025 Tri-Cities CROP walk will go towards local
organizations, and will be split between The People Center, Salvation Army, and Love in Action.
At this point, we’ve gone beyond our walk’s fundraising goal of $51,000, and our walk’s total
should surpass $54,000. Thanks Church of the Dunes, we surpassed our goals by reaching
$3,150 given and by having 24 walkers involved.

The church helped in additional ways. The Missions and Social Concerns Committee donated
$100 so that our church would be designated as an official sponsor of the walk, and a number of
our members also volunteered at the walk to host a new event called ‘Rolling for Our Pantries’.
At this event, each walker could roll a ball down a table where it could fall into a variety of slots.
Each slot represented a specific food or personal care item. In all, 114 walkers rolled. It was
expected that Leppinks Food Center would donate 114 items to our local pantries, but after the
numbers were crunched, Leppinks increased their donation so that a case of each item would be
donated to each of the three pantries. The game turned into a donation of 30 cases of resources
provided to our local community. Those items were delivered at the beginning of November, right
when there was an increased need at all the local pantry shelves. Overall, it was a wonderful
harvest for our Tri-Cities CROP Hunger walk. | so appreciate the support that the United
Methodist Church of the Dunes provides to me and to this walk.

A NGER waLKE

ENDING HUNGER ONE STEP ATATIME &

FESTIVAL FORMAL FUN

Craft Circle’s Traditional Christmas Tea
Ann Antaya, Craft Circle

Craft Circle’s traditional Christmas Tea is Thursday,
December 11 at 9:30 a.m. in the Ryder Lounge (main floor).
Join us for a time of fellowship and hope. Share a holiday
memory that makes you smile. All are welcome! This is a
great event to attend if you are interested in Craft Circle but
have not attended a meeting before.
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OFFERING A HELPING HAND

Ambassadors for Change, Ambassadors of Christ
Susan Thorpe, Finishing Well Ministries

In this Christmas month, | felt urged to share what is on my heart. We as
church members and constituents in faith at Church of the Dunes claim a
passive position most days. We belong to small groups monthly, attend
worship services and tithe weekly, volunteer to support programs within
the church and perhaps a community outreach effort. All very good, except
there is no action implied in “member or constituent.” It seems static.
Perhaps a change in semantics will help us extend our mission, which is to
reach those on the fringes: the lonely, hungry, outcast, and ill, those young
and old.

Well,

ministry

A title change from Church Members to Ambassadors could denote a goal to personally reach
out, to get involved outside our comfort zone. As Ambassadors, we have the ability to represent
Church of the Dunes, and more importantly, God’s love and purpose for us. As Ambassadors,
we can speak the truth and help to find solutions in our community to support those experiencing
homelessness, feed those who are hungry, and provide a friend to those in need of human
kindness and connection. We are living in strange times; we are witnessing unheard of violence
around our world. As Ambassadors, we can begin changes in small yet purposeful ways. Church
of the Dunes opens the door to these needs with monthly Mission Moments benefiting West
Michigan Adult & Teen Challenge, The Salvation Army, Mosaic Counseling, Harbor House,
Muskegon Supper House, Love in Action, and many more. But what are some things we can do
individually?

e Call organizations to inquire about volunteer opportunities.

e Write cards of encouragement to those in need.

e Visit with those in shelters and medical facilities.

e Volunteer locally with Four Pointes Center for Successful Aging.

Ambassadors can do so much more than you may think. Pick the direction you feel called to
serve, and let your heart shine as an Ambassador of Christ.

Finishing Well Ministry was designed to bring people together that are 55+. We create joy
through fellowship, share thoughts and ideas, help those in need, and continue to pursue good
health mentally and physically. The Finishing Well Ministry leadership team is an amazing group
that seeks new ways to accomplish those goals. Plans for 2026 will include exciting topics, new
events, and more opportunities to get involved. Watch the church bulletin and future issues of
the Dunes Digest newsletter to stay updated on our plans. Everyone over 55 is welcome!

On Sunday, December 21 at 2:00 p.m. all are invited to meet at the Central Park Players
theater inside Central Park Place for a performance of “Let Nothing You Dismay”, a light-
hearted holiday play. Tickets are $10 for seniors. Finishing Well members usually sit in row H,
which is wheelchair/walker accessible. If the cost of tickets is a barrier, contact Carole Woolf as
ticket scholarships may be available.

Blessings and abundance to you all!
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Advent Studies

Please sign up for the classes on the Adult Ministry bulletin board near the office. If a class has
already begun as you read this information, you are still welcome to participate in the remaining
sessions. Contact the study facilitator for information on receiving a copy of the book. If the book
costs are a barrier, contact the facilitator to inquire about book scholarships.
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“What Do You Want for Christmas”

by James Moore

Facilitator: Ruth Woodward

Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.

Bible Study Room (lower level)

‘What do you want for Christmas?: It's a question that gets
asked often as the holiday season approaches and Christmas
draws near. And if we're honest, much of the time when we
think about how we would answer that question, we have
material things on our mind. This study explores that question
on a deeper level. Deep down, what do you really want for
Christmas? Does your heart long for the gifts the Christ child
brings—the type of gifts that money can’t buy?”

This study will meet in the Bible Study Room (lower level) at
10:00 a.m. on the following Wednesdays: November 26,
December 3, 10, and 17. Books are $11.

Advent Study: “Brought to the Light”

by Anna Grace Legband

Facilitator: Cathy Shick

Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m.

Bible Study Room (lower level)

‘In Advent, we celebrate the arrival of Jesus. But in the midst
of Christmas celebrations, we can forget a simple, essential
truth: Jesus came because we need Him. Advent is about the
light of the world breaking into the darkness—not after the
darkness is gone, but right in the middle of it.
In waiting and disappointment, he offers hope. In chaos and
anxiety, he brings peace. In sorrow and emptiness, he
surprises us with joy. And, in all things, he is love.”

This study will meet in the Bible Study Room (lower level) at
10:00 a.m. on the following Tuesdays: December 2, 9, 16, and
23. Books are $10.

Book images and descriptions: amazon.com
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December and January Studies and Discussion Groups for Adults

9/11 IN GANDER, NEWFOUNDLAND

JiM DEFEDE

PROPHETIC WISDOM FOR
AN AGE OF OUTRAGE

SN NEW YORK

THE st

RICHARD
_ROHR

Author of The Universal Christ

Faith Linked Weekly Discussion Group

Facilitator: Gail Smant

Sundays 10:45 a.m.

Ryder Lounge (main floor)

Drop in as your schedule permits, or attend weekly to discuss current
events and topics from a faith-focused perspective. Each session
features a different topic.

Fourth Monday Reading Group

“The Day the World Came to Town: 9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland”
by Jim DeFede

Facilitator: Gayle Cox

Monday, December 22 1:30 p.m. Panera Bread, Grand Haven
“‘When 38 jetliners bound for the United States were forced to land at
Gander International Airport in Canada by the closing of U.S. airspace
on September 11, the population of this small town on Newfoundland
Island swelled from 10,300 to nearly 17,000. The citizens of Gander met
the stranded passengers with an overwhelming display of friendship and
goodwill. Over the course of those four days, many of the passengers
developed friendships with Gander residents that they expect to last a
lifetime.” To participate, get a copy of the book, read it, and join in the
discussion.

January Sunday Afternoon Book Discussion Group

“The Tears of Things” by Richard Rohr

Facilitator: Jill Miller

Sunday, January 11 3:00 p.m. Ryder Lounge (main floor)
“‘How do we live compassionately in a time of violence and despair?
What can we do with our private disappointments and the anger we feel
in such an unjust world? In his most personal book yet, Richard Rohr
turns to the writings of the Jewish prophets, revealing how some of the
lesser-read books of the Bible offer us a crucial path forward today.” To
participate, get a copy of the book, read it, and join in the discussion.

Book summaries and images: amazon.com

Want to enjoy a new book but unable to participate in a book study or reading group? The church
library is consistently updated with new and relevant titles sure to interest readers of all ages and
abilities. Check out a new title or a beloved classic, for free!
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Worship Arts Ministry: Notes from the Loft
by Megan Horist, Director of Worship Arts

December 2025

JOIN US each Sunday during Advent as we prepare
for the Christ child. We will talk about bringing our
whole selves to God who promises us peace, hope,
joy and love, because Emmanuel, God with us,
means we are never alone, no matter what we feel.

DUNES CONCERT SERIES

The November concert of the 2025-2026 concert
season was fantastic! Thanks to our new friends, Ruth
and Max Bloomaquist for a terrific night of music! Our
next concert will be Thursday, December 11, at 7:00
p.m. in the Sanctuary. We'll host the West Ottawa
High School Advanced Women's Ensemble and the
Vocalaires. Come out to enjoy some beautiful
holiday music, hang out with your friends, and have
a great evening together! See you there!

LIVESTREAM

Remember, if you can’'t make it to church for a
Sunday or Christmas Eve, you can always find us on
YouTube at Dunes Church Grand Haven.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP will be December 24 at 7:00
p.m. This will be a lovely service that will include
carols, candles, communion, special music, and a
meaningful message from Pastor Lou. We hope you'll
join us! See you in church!

~Megan

COMING UP IN WORSHIP

NOVEMBER 30 —

DECEMBER 7 —

DECEMBER 14 —

DECEMBER 21 —

DECEMBER 24 —

Advent 1

PEACE
Celebration
Choir in Worship

Advent 2
HOPE
Communion
Sunday;
Chancel Choir
in Worship

Advent 3
JOY

Bells of Glory
in Worship

Advent 4
LOVE

Chancel Choir
in Worship

Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service

with communion
7:00 p.m. Worship
Chancel Choir
Bells of Glory
and Molly
Grettenberger,
Harpist

SAVE THE DATE:

Dunes Concert Series Presents:
WEST OTTAWA HIGH SCHOOL
Select Women's Ensemble

& Vocalaires

Thursday, December 11, 7:00 p.m.




