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November 30, 2025

We Gather
Gathering Music & Chimes
Welcome & Announcements
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Introit “Keep Your Lamps” arr. Althouse
Celebration Choir
Soloist, Dawn Scott
*Call to Worship
Leader: Once again, we embark on the Advent Path; a path that guides us to
the arrival of Jesus.
People: We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader: We remember the signs and the times that heralded the arrival of the
baby Jesus, God incarnate.
People: We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader: We tell the stories once again and wait for glimpses of God’s here-and-
not-yet kingdom among us.
People: We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader: Come, let us worship God who shines a light on our path to peace and
the flourishing for all creation.
People: Come, let us worship as we journey together toward the day that

all the earth awaits.

We Praise God

*Hymn #196 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Red Hymnal
Children’s Time

Worship Song “Glory, Let There Be Peace” Stevens/Maher/Popadic
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Holy One, You call us to wake from sleep and become more aware of our surroundings. A
new time of preparation is upon us. Forgive us when apathy takes root, when our
discussions become battles, when our judgment and self-judgement outweigh our faith. Let
us put on the light of Christ and live as You have called to live; lives of respect, mutual
dialogue, and the peace which comes from living according to Your word and way. Help us

live so that everything we do reflects Christ’s light. Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness



Invitation to the Offering

Offertory “Advent Hope: When Will Messiah Come?” Martin
Celebration Choir

*Doxology #211 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” words on screens

*Prayer of Dedication

Ever-Watchful God, you call us to live in faithful anticipation of Christ’s arrival. We offer these
gifts as people preparing our hearts, our hands, and our world for your coming reign. We
confess that we cling too tightly to our comforts and schedules, forgetting that your kingdom
calls us to loosen our grip on temporal things and lift our eyes heavenward. Awaken us, Lord,
to the “someday” you are already shaping through Your love, Your justice, and Your

generosity. Let these offerings be signs of our readiness to join your workforce. Amen.

We Share the Word
A Reading from the Psalms Psalm 122
*Hymn #206 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Red Hymnal
A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 2:1-5
Sermon “An Inside-Out Advent: Peace” Pastor Lou

We Respond to the Word

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Creator in heaven, holy is Your name. Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Hymn #431 “Let There be Peace on Earth” Red Hymnal

We are Sent Forth

*Benediction

*Chimes & Parting Music

*Please stand as you are able



This Week's Calendar

Big Faith Sunday School — Lower level
Coffee Fellowship — Wiltse Center

J2TSC Artist’'s meeting — Study Room
Community Choir — Choir Room

“Brought to Light” — Study Room

Private Lessons — Wiltse Center

Bells of Glory Rehearsal — Choir Loft

Private Pickleball — Wiltse Center

Knit & Crochet — Conference Rooms

Set Up Candlelight Christmas— Wiltse Center

Candlelight Christmas - Sanctuary

December 5, 2025 — Office Closed

Bible for Men - Kenzie’s Be Cafe

SUNDAY November 30, 2025
9:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM
10:30 AM
10:45 AM Faith Linked — Ryder Lounge
MONDAY December 1, 2025
9:30 AM Prayer Shawl Group — Panera
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
12:000 — 1:00 PM Piano Lessons - Galilee
5:30 PM Chair Yoga — Social Hall
TUESDAY December 2, 2025
9:00-11:00 AM Open Pickleball — Wiltse Center
9:00 - 11:00 AM Pastor’s Office Hours
10:00 AM
11:00 AM Staff Meeting — Ryder Lounge
11:00 — 5:00 PM
2:30 — 6:30PM Piano Lessons — Galilee Room
6:00 PM Circuit Fitness-Wiltse Center
6:00 PM UWF Board - UWF
7:00 PM
7:00 PM Missions — Conference Room 2
WEDNESDAY December 3, 2025
9:00-11:00 AM Open Pickleball — Wiltse Center
10:00 AM Advent study — Study Room
11:30-12:30 PM
4:00 PM Dreamweavers — Ryder Lounge
4:30 PM Piano Lessons - Galilee
5:15 PM Wednesday Night Supper
6:00 PM
6:00 PM Guitar Club - Sanctuary
6:00 PM Games — Ryder Lounge
7:00 PM Chancel Choir — Choir Loft
THURSDAY December 4, 2025
9:00-11:00 AM Open Pickleball
10:30 AM Community Choir — Choir Room
11:00 AM
11:30 AM Chair Yoga — Social Hall
6:00 PM Line Dancing — Social Hall
7:00 PM
FRIDAY
8:30 AM
9:00-4:00 PM

Private Lessons — Wiltse Center



ADVENT STUDIES
There will be two advent studies available soon, if you are interested in participating, see the
sign-up sheets on the Adult Ministries bulletin board. Books will be available during coffee
fellowship time. Interested in a study that has already begun? See the facilitator.

What do You Want for Christmas \Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. Began November 26
“Does your heart long for the gifts that Christ brings, the type of gifts that money can’t buy?”
Facilitator: Ruth Woodward

Brought to the Light Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m. Begins December 2
“Advent invites us to wrestle with what hope, peace, joy, and love really mean.”
Facilitator: Cathy Shick

Church of the Dunes
Information, Events, and Activities
Events and activities are open to all.

FIFTH SUNDAY CELEBRATION CHOIR - TODAY, IN WORSHIP
The fifth Sunday Celebration Choir will be performing in worship today. This choir is made up of members
of the congregation who join the chancel choir when there are five Sundays in the month.

FOURTH MONDAY READING GROUP — MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1:30 PM
Join the Fourth Monday Reading Group for a discussion of The Heart that Grew Three Sizes by Matt
Rawle tomorrow, at Panera Bread in Grand Haven.

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS —- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 7:00 PM

The Community Choir will be performing a candlelight Christmas program this Thursday in the church
sanctuary. This is a free program followed by a candlelit time for holiday refreshments and treats in the
specially decorated Wiltse Center (main floor). No tickets or sign-ups are required.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP - MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1:00 PM

“Life After Loss” support group, led by Trinity Health — At Home professionals, meets in the Ryder Lounge
(main floor) on the second Monday of each month. All who have experienced a death related loss are
welcome.

CRAFT CIRCLE HOLIDAY TEA — THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 9:30 AM

Enjoy a traditional Christmas tea with craft circle! There will be tea, fellowship, and a time for sharing
holiday memories. If you have not attended craft circle before, this is a great introductory meeting. Craft
circle meetings take place in the Ryder Lounge (main floor) on the second Thursday of each month.

DUNES CONCERT SERIES: - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 7:00 PM

The West Ottawa Select Women’s Ensemble and West Ottawa Vocalaires will be performing a free
concert as a part of the Dunes Concert Series on Thursday, December 11 at 7:00 p.m. This holiday
concert will be held in the church sanctuary, and seating is general admission.



All are Welcome

The United Methodist Church of the Dunes aspires to love as Jesus loved.
We open our hearts, minds, and doors to all.
This congregation invites persons of all races, sexual orientations and gender identities, ages, abilities,
and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of the Christian life.

Sundays at Church of the Dunes

Worship - 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary
For a link to the recorded livestream, visit www.umcdunes.org/worship.

Nursery - available during 9:30 a.m. worship
It is located a short distance down the hall from the worship space.

Sunday School for Children - Oasis classroom, lower level
The pastor will dismiss students to Sunday School from worship after the Children’s Time.

Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m. - Wilise Center fellowship area
Please stop by for fresh coffee and delicious refreshments.

Notes from the Church Office

Church Office Hours
Monday -Thursday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

The bulletin deadline is noon on Tuesdays, and earlier on holiday weeks. Bulletin space is limited and
often fills up well before the deadline. Early submissions are recommended.

Church of the Dunes would like to stay connected with you and to be supportive of you and your
loved ones. If your contact information has changed, please let the church office know. If you or a family
member is hospitalized, going to be having surgery, or is homebound and would like a visit, please let us
know. Let us know, as well, if you have experienced a death in your family.


http://www.umcdunes.org/worship

Praises and Prayers

FLOWERS ARE FROM Blythe Smith in memory of Elliott L. Smith.

THANK YOU TO JoAnn Anthes and Betsy Komray for their work on the beautiful banners that hang in
the church sanctuary.

THANK YOU SO MUCH for the beautiful flowers | received from you. | miss your church. Itis such a
friendly church. | also miss the women from the Circle | went to. Jean Gehrt

Birthdays
December 3 Eh Paw Ku Grettenberger
December 4 Betsy Peterson
December 5 Gerald Lundeen
December 6 Gerald Mathews
Giving
Weekly
Offerings Average Weekly Percent
Week Of Received Year-to-Date Budgeted of
Budget
November 23 $6,746 $9,497 $8,830 106.7

To give by mail, please send offering to United Methodist Church of the Dunes, 717 Sheldon Road, Grand
Haven, Ml 49417. To give online, visit https://umcdunes.org/give/.

Attendance

Sunday, November 23
Sanctuary 193

Online Views 97.5
TOTAL 290.5

(17 in Nursery/Sunday school)
(65x1.5)*

* Since one online view may include more than one person watching, the Michigan Conference of the
UMC recommends multiplying the number of views by 1.5 to estimate online attendance total.


https://umcdunes.org/give/

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Hymn #196

Come, thou long expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.



Glory, Let There Be Peace

One star burns in the darkness
Shines with the promise Emmanuel
One child born in the stillness
Living within us Emmanuel

We're singing Glory, Glory
Let there be peace let there be peace
Singing Glory, Glory
Let there be peace let it start in me

One voice
Speaks for the voiceless
Hope for the hopeless Emmanuel
One love brings us together
Now and forever Emmanuel

Do not be afraid
His love is strong enough to save us
Nothing stands in the way
His love is strong enough to lead us

Let there be peace let it start in me



Doxology: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Hymn #211, chorus

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

Psalm 122
| was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the
LORD!"
2 Qur feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem—ubuilt as a city that is bound firmly together.
4 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for
Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD.
5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up,
the thrones of the house of David.
¢ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls and security within your towers.”
8 For the sake of my relatives and friends
| will say, “Peace be within you.”
? For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,
| will seek your good.



| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
Hymn #206

| want to walk as a child of the light.
| want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

{Refrain:} In Him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

| want to see the brightness of God.
| want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father. {Refrain}

I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
| want to follow Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus {Refrain}



Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.
2 In days to come the mountain of the LORD's house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!



Let There Be Peace on Earth
Hymn #431

Let there be peace on earth,
and let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on earth,
the peace that was meant to be.
With God our Creator,
children all are we.

Let us walk with each other
In perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me;
let this be the moment now.
With every step | take,
let this be my solemn vow:
to take each moment
and live each moment
in peace eternally.

Let there be peace on earth,
and let it begin with me.



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

Liturgist:

Pastor:

Music:
Technology:
Greeter:
Welcome Center:
Ushers:

Coffee Hour Hosts:

Carla Pearce

Rev. Lou Grettenberger

Celebration Choir, Marna Jeffery

Jack Cook, David Norton, Trevor Larkins

Carole Woolf

Sherry Baker

Sam Easterly, Maria Hoekstra, Pam & Dale Zurakowski
Bill & Kathy DeBone, Carla Pearce

Next Week — December 7

Liturgist:

Pastor:

Music:
Technology:
Greeters:
Welcome Center:
Ushers:

Coffee Hour Hosts:

Jan Lipfert

Rev. Lou Grettenberger

Chancel Choir, Marna Jeffery

Blair Miller, David Norton

Jack & Char Grevel

Ruth Hanson

Sam Easterly, Heather Torrance, Nancy Humphrey, Karyn & Gary Gillan
Sherry Baker, Carla Pearce

Church of the Dunes is a family of faith which seeks to:
grow in God’s grace and love.

challenge and equip all members to be faithful disciples.
share the Good News.

demonstrate and reflect the love of God.

Church office hours are Monday — Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
For pastoral emergencies, please call Pastor Lou directly at 231-883-9806.



