
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 17, 2024                                                         In Person Worship  
 

We Gather 
Gathering Music  
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Threshold Moment 
 

Introit                                                      “You Raise Me Up”                                                 arr. Martin 
    Chancel Choir 

Call to Worship 

 

Leader: How long have you traveled this road with your gaze pointed down at the dust and 
gravel and asphalt as you walk or limp or roll down the path? 

People: Sometimes it is easier to look at the road than at the people who share the 
journey with us. 

Leader: Lift up your heads! Look, listen, reach out a hand. Who are your neighbors on this 
road? 

People: We lift our heads and look to our Savior who journeys with us and helps us 
notice our neighbors all around us. 

Leader: This is our Lenten project – to learn to love God and love our neighbors just as Jesus 
taught us. 

People: Along the way we lose our lives to God as we find and follow Jesus, offering 
ourselves in service to others. 

Leader: Come, let us worship God who is a companion on our life journey, on this road to the 
cross. 

People: Come, let us worship! 
                                            
                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                              We Praise God 
 

 

*Hymn  #159                     “Lift High the Cross”       
 

Children’s Time  
 
Prayer of Confession  

 

All-inclusive God, you offer each one of us a life-changing love that leaves no one out. 
Sometimes our hearts feel so heavy that we struggle to rise up and claim your love. In this 
moment of quiet, we lift up to you those things we’d like to give up for good… 

 

Meditative Moment 
 

Words of Assurance 
 

Leader: …and sustain in me a willing spirit.   In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. 
People: In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God, Amen! 

 
Response “You Raise Me Up”   arr. Martin 

(words will be on the screens) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Invitation to the Offering  
  

 Offertory                                                             “Passacaglia of Praise”                                                            Courtney 
    Chancel Choir  

 

*Doxology       (to the tune of #94; words will be on the screens) 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

   God of the Ages, You have given us riches beyond measure. We only return a fraction of what 
we have received from you; but we ask, Lord, that you will bless our offerings and help us to 
use them wisely in your service and for your glory. May the gifts we give lift those we serve. 
Amen. 

We Share the Word 
  

A Reading from the Epistles  Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

Hymn #382                                          “Have Thine Own Way”                                   
      

A Reading from the Gospel  John 12:20-33 
 
Sermon                                             “What R U up 2?:  Light Up”                                       Pastor Lou 
 

Baptism & Reception of Members 
 

 

 We Respond to the Word 
 

 

*Final Hymn #504                                    “Love Lifted Me” 
  
                                                    

We are Sent Forth 
 

*Benediction  
Loving God, we ask that You create breakthroughs, 
open doors, direct us, and inspire us to follow you.   

May your strong arms carry us in our need.  
Lift us to new life even as we lift others by sharing your love 

 with our church, our community, and Your world.  
May Your will be done. Amen. 

 
*Chimes & Parting Music                                                                                     

 
 
 
 

*Please stand as you are able 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lift High the Cross 

Hymn #159 
 

 (Refrain):  Lift high the cross, 

 the love of Christ proclaim 

 ‘til all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign. 

 The hosts of God in unity combine. (Refrain) 

 

Each newborn servant of the Crucified 

 bears on the brow the seal of him who died. (Refrain) 

 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

 as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee. (Refrain) 

 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

 Praise to the Crucified for victory! (Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You Raise Me Up (Chorus) 

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains. 

You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas. 

I am strong, when I am on Your shoulders. 

You raise me up to more than I can be. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Doxology 

   To the tune of #94 
 

What are you up to for my sake?  

 What are you up to “for the Good?”  

 Would you come now, follow, join up?  

 Let us take up, wake up anew,  

 Let us build up, fill up with you!  

 Let us lift up  

 the gifts we raise up.  

 For the sake of,  

 for the work of,  

 heaven on … earth.    

 

 

 

 

Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 

appointed by the one who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have 

begotten you"; 6 as he says also in another place, "You are a priest 

forever, according to the order of Melchizedek."7 In the days of his 

flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was 

heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a Son, 

he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9 and having been 

made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 

obey him, 10 having been designated by God a high priest according 

to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Have Thine Own Way 

Hymn #382 

 

 Have thine own way, Lord! 

Have thine own way! 

Thou art the potter; I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me 

after thy will, while I am waiting, 

yielded and still. 

 

 Have thine own way, Lord! 

Have thine own way! 

Search me and try me, Savior today! 

Wash me just now, Lord, 

wash me just now, as in thy presence 

humbly I bow. 

 

 Have thine own way, Lord! 

Have thine own way! 

Wounded and weary, help me I pray! 

Power, all power, surely is thine! 

Touch me and heal me, Savior divine! 

 

Have thine own way, Lord! 

Have thine own way! 

Hold o'er my being absolute sway. 

Fill with thy Spirit till all shall see 

Christ only, always, living in me! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 12:20-33 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 

Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, 

and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told 

Andrew, then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus 

answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 

earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears much 

fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life 

in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must 

follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 

serves me, the Father will honor. 

 27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me 

from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 
28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 

have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd standing 

there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 

has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 

sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler 

of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the 

kind of death he was to die. 

 

 

 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism & Reception of New Members can be found beginning on 

page 33 of the Hymnal. 



 

 

Love Lifted Me 

 

I was sinking deep in sin 

Far from the peaceful shore 

Very deeply stained within, Sinking to rise no more 

But the Master of the sea heard my despairing cry 

From the waters lifted me; Now safe am I 

 

Love lifted me, Love lifted me 

When nothing else could help 

Love lifted me 

(REPEAT) 

 

All my heart to Him I give 

Ever to Him I'll cling 

In His blessed presence live, ever His praises sing 

Love so mighty and so true merits my soul's best songs 

Faithful loving service, too; to Him belongs 

 

Souls in danger look above 

Jesus completely saves 

He will lift you by His love out of the angry waves 

He's the Master of the sea; billows His will obey 

He your Savior wants to be. Be saved today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This Week’s Calendar  
 
 

SUNDAY   March 17, 2024 
                9:30 AM Worship – Sanctuary 
 9:45 AM “Celebrate Wonder” Sunday School – Lower Level, Room 8 
 10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship – Wiltse Center 
 10:45 AM Faith Linked – Ryder Lounge 
 

MONDAY  March 18, 2024  
                9:30 AM Knitters – Panera, Grand Haven 
 11:00 – 3:00 PM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 
 1:00 – 6:00 PM Piano Lessons – Sanctuary 
 5:30 PM Chair Yoga – Social Hall 
  

TUESDAY  March 19, 2024   
 8:30 AM ROMEOs – Russ’  
 9:00 - 11:00 AM Pastor Lou’s Office Hours 
 9:00 - 11:00 AM Open Pickleball – Wiltse Center 
 10:00 AM “Preparing My Heart” Study – Room 2 
  11:00 - 3:00 PM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 
 6:30 PM Quilt Guild Board – Room 4 
 7:15 PM Bell Choir – Choir Loft 

              
WEDNESDAY  March 20, 2024 
  9:00 - 11:00 AM Open Pickleball – Wiltse Center 
   11:00 -  3:00 PM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 
 4:30 PM Baritone Lesson - Sanctuary 
 5:15 PM Supper - Wiltse Center 
 6:00 PM Guitar Club – Sanctuary 
 6:15 PM Knitters – Conference Room   
 7:00 PM Chancel Choir – Choir Loft 
 7:30 PM Celebration Choir – Choir Loft 
    
THURSDAY  March 21, 2024 
 9:00 - 11:00 AM Open Pickleball – Wiltse Center 
           10:30 AM  Community Senior Choir – Sanctuary 
 11:00 AM Chair Yoga – Social Hall 
 11:00 - 3:00 PM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 
 3:00 – 6:00 PM Piano Lessons - Sanctuary  
 6:00 PM “The God We Can Know” Study – Ryder Lounge 
         

FRIDAY  March 22, 2024 
                 Office Closed 
 11:00 - 3:00 PM Private Lessons 
  

SATURDAY  March 23, 2024 
                 No Scheduled Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United Methodist Church of the Dunes 

Events and Activities  
 

EASTER FLOWERS – ORDERS DUE TODAY 
Today is the last day to order flowers for the Resurrection Garden in the sanctuary on March 31. Order 
forms are available at the Welcome Center. Orders may be picked up to take home on Easter morning, 
after the service and the postlude have concluded.  
 

FINISHING WELL (55+) CPP THEATER MATINEE MEET-UP – THIS AFTERNOON 
Join Finishing Well friends at the Central Park Players’ production of “Half Baked.” Meet at Central Park 
Place on Columbus St. in Grand Haven at 2:00 p.m. to buy tickets ($10) for the 2:30 p.m. show.   
 

ROMEOs MEN’S BREAKFAST AT RUSS’ RESTAURANT - MARCH 19, 8:30 AM 
All men, retired or not, are welcome to this get-together for breakfast, conversation, and fellowship at Russ’ 
Restaurant in Grand Haven. ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out) meets on the third Tuesday of every 
month.  
 

CELEBRATION CHOIR REHEARSALS – MARCH 20 & 27, 7:30 PM 
Celebration Choir sings for Easter worship this year. All singers adult – middle school are welcome to be a 

part of this. Hope to see – and hear – you there. ♫ 
 

MISSION MOMENT FOR MOSAIC COUNSELING – MARCH 24 
Next Sunday in worship, a representative from Mosaic Counseling will provide a short presentation about 
the organization’s valuable work in our community and beyond. If you would like to make a contribution and 
will give by check, please make payable to Church of the Dunes and note Mission Moment on the memo 
line. 
 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP – MARCH 25, 1:00 PM 
This group meets on the last Monday of each month to offer ideas and support. Meetings are open to all 
who are caring for a loved one with a long-term illness or diagnosis.  
 

FOURTH MONDAY READING GROUP – MARCH 25, 1:30 PM, PANERA 
The book for March is “In an Instant” by Suzanne Redfearn. To participate, get a copy of the book, read it, 
and join in the discussion at Panera in Grand Haven.  
 

MOOOVE OVER UNDIES - MARCH IS FOR MEAT! UWF MISSION PROJECT 
United Women in Faith (UWF) is raising funds to cover the purchase of a cow and pay for processing to 
provide fresh meat for local food pantries. Giving envelopes are available on the display in the weekday 
entrance. If giving by check, please make payable to United Women in Faith.  
 

FROM CHURCH OF THE DUNES GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION TASK GROUP (GVPTG) 
Church of the Dunes GVPTG has copies of a brochure available which describes and explains new gun 
safety laws in Michigan. The brochure is available at the GVPTG information station, which is located in the 
weekday entrance of the church.  
 

 

“Putting the Pieces Together” Women’s Retreat 
Saturday, May 11 at Church of the Dunes 

Featuring guest speaker Susan VandePol, author, life coach, grief and trauma counselor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



All are Welcome 
 

The United Methodist Church of the Dunes aspires to love as Jesus loved.  
We open our hearts, minds, and doors to all.  

This congregation invites persons of all races, sexual orientations and gender identities, ages, abilities, 
and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of the Christian life. 

 
 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday March 24, 9:30 a.m. 
Chancel Choir 

 

Maundy Thursday March 28, 7:00 p.m. 
Communion, Bells of Glory 

 

Good Friday March 29, 7:00 p.m. 
Tenebrae service, Chancel Choir 

 

Easter March 31, 9:30 a.m. 
Celebration Choir, Bells of Glory, brass ensemble, timpani 
 “Hallelujah Chorus” sing-along at the end of the service 

 

 
 
 

Sundays at Church of the Dunes 
 

Worship – 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary 
For a link to the recorded livestream, visit www.umcdunes.org/worship. 

 

Nursery – available during 9:30 a.m. worship 
It is located a short distance down the hall from the worship space. 

 

Sunday School for Children – Hosanna classroom (room 8), lower level 
The pastor will dismiss students to Sunday school from worship after the Children’s Time. 

 

Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m.  Wiltse Center fellowship area 
Please stop by for fresh coffee and delicious refreshments. 

 

Faith Linked – 10:45 a.m. – Ryder Lounge 
Discussion of topics and current events from a faith-focused perspective. Open to all adults. 

 
 

Notes from the Church Office 

 

Church Office Hours 
 Monday -Thursday 9 a.m.-1 p.m. or by appointment. 

 

Church of the Dunes would like to stay connected with you and to be supportive of you and your loved 
ones. If your contact information has changed, please let the church office know. If you or a family member 
is hospitalized, going to be having surgery, or is homebound and would like a visit, please let us know. Let 
us know, as well, if you have experienced a death in your family. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.umcdunes.org/worship


Praises and Prayers 
 

THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED: Karen and Dave Hoffman invite you to join in celebrating their 60th 
anniversary during coffee fellowship time on Sunday, March 24. Coffee fellowship is held in the Wiltse 
Center fellowship area on Sunday mornings, immediately following the service.  
 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK:   
           

Celebrating birthdays today:  Bert Haskins, Bob Jensen, Shirley Staehlin                
         

March 18 John Zevalkink 

March 20 Jackie Laughlin 

March 22 Dave Parsons 

March 23 Ann Lumbert 

  

 

Giving and Attendance 

  
 

Date/Week Of 
Offerings 
Received 

Weekly Average 
Year-to-Date 

 
Weekly Budgeted 

Percent of 
Budget 

March 10 $3,918 $8,363 $8,830 94.7 

 
To give by mail, please send offering to United Methodist Church of the Dunes, 717 Sheldon Road, Grand 
Haven, MI 49417. To give online, visit https://umcdunes.org/give/.  
 

 

March 10, 2024 
 

Total attendance 194.5 
In person 100 
Online 94.5  (63x1.5) 

 
Since one view may include more than one person viewing together, the Michigan Conference of the UMC 
recommends multiplying the number of views by 1.5 to estimate total online attendance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINTER WEATHER CLOSINGS: On regular school days, when Grand Haven Area Public Schools are 
closed due to weather conditions, Church of the Dunes is closed, and all activities are canceled. On non-
school days, the pastor determines if activities are canceled. Cancellation information is posted on the 
church’s Facebook page. To find it, log in to Facebook and search for Church of the Dunes. In addition, 
church staff will provide closing information to WoodTV 8. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://umcdunes.org/give/


SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
 

Liturgist: Bron Kram 
Acolyte: Abel Scott 

Music: Chancel Choir, Marna Jeffery 
Technology: Don Woodward, Trevor Larkins 

Greeters: Jodie Freeman 
Welcome Center: Darlene Graska 

Ushers: Sam Easterly, Rob & Betty Roberts, Ron and Tim Kurburski 
Coffee Hour: Pam & Dale Zurakowski, Sherry Baker 

 
Next Week – March 24  (Palm Sunday) 
 

Liturgist: Jan Stuart 
Acolyte: Morgan Yost 

Music: Chancel Choir, Marna Jeffery 
Technology: Don Woodward, Trevor Larkins 

Greeters: Debbie & Dan Starkey 
Welcome Center: Jodie Freeman 

Ushers: Sam Easterly, Ruth Woodward, Neal Miller, Pam & Dale Zurakowski 
Coffee Hour: Dave & Karen Hoffman, Sherry Baker 

 
 

Church of the Dunes is a family of faith which seeks to: 

• grow in God’s grace and love. 
• challenge and equip all members to be faithful disciples. 
• share the Good News. 
• demonstrate and reflect the love of God. 

 

 
 
 
 
Church office hours are Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
For pastoral emergencies, please call Pastor Lou directly on his cellphone at 231-883-9806. 

 
 

 

 

 


