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United Methodist Church of the Dunes, 717 Sheldon Rd, Grand Haven, MI 49417 

www.umcdunes.org  (616) 842-7980 office@umcdunes.org 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 

Pastor’s thoughts...and prayers...and action. 
Rev. Lou Grettenberger, Senior Pastor 
 

I sit at my desk this morning reeling from another mass school shooting and wondering when and 

how does this all end. The pundits have taken their seats in the studio with the same old questions 

and few answers—gun control, mental health improvement. Spiritual leaders invite prayers for 

grieving families and our nation considering all the violence. My wife asked me if I had seen the 

news about another school shooting, and I said, “Yes, but I haven’t had a chance to read the 

whole article,” as if it was just another day in the United States of America. 
 

My God. How have we become so numb? The perpetrator is dead—problem solved until 

tomorrow. Every solution we come up with seems to find some person or some group to 

scapegoat or some symptom that can be dealt with and all will be well. 
 

We are a society that needs a more robust mental health care system, with adequate resources to 

support the many who need care. Gun legislation is needed to slow the ability of guns to be the 

outlet for every dispute, disappointment , or hurt. These responses could surely save lives. Keep 

up this work. But my thoughts lead to prayers begging that we won’t stop there. 
 

Some years ago, I began study  Edwin H. Friedman’s work in the application of Bowen Family 

Systems theory as it applies to church and synagogue. I learned a lot in the initial 6-month 

seminar on the similarities of the church family with our own families, and the symbiotic 

relationship that sometimes exist between the two. Our family trauma (or blessing), our 

experiences, our learned reactivity (or healthy reactions) spills into our life together as Christian 

Family (church). 
 

So often when problems develop or disliked-changes occur we look for the person who is acting 

out, call them sick, and try to fix them. Friedman suggest that when we find the most reactive or 

defiant person, we believe we have found the source of our problem, when we have in fact simply 

found the person who is least able to (or choosing not to) tolerate the present circumstances. 

Communities deal variously with these folks by trying endlessly to fix the person or excising them 

from the community (shun them). Problem solved. Nope. The system that created the behavior is 

still in place. 
 

When Jesus marched down the street of Jerusalem, all the pain and frustration of the day were 

stuck on him. We call this scapegoating. If Jesus was gone—dead—their problems would be 

solved.       
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Remembrance 
John Jarvi died on March 

15, 2023. Please keep John’s 

loved ones in your prayers.  

 

 

Holy Week and Easter 

Services 
 

Maundy Thursday 

April 6  

7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday 

April 7  

7:00 p.m.  
 

Easter Sunday 

April 9  

 9:30 a.m 

 
 

Sunday Worship 

9:30 a.m.  

All are welcome! 

Livestream available at 9:30 

a.m. on the church’s YouTube 

channel. Recordings of the 

services are available, as 

well. More information at 

umcdunes.org.  
 

Church office hours: 

Monday through Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Phone:  

(616) 842-7980 

Email: 

office@umcdunes.org 

United Methodist Church of 

the Dunes 

717 Sheldon Road 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

Continued from page 1 

Jesus was challenging a system that not only tolerated 

dysfunction and injustice, but created inequities and injustice. 
 

Jesus had done a lot to love the people who had been kicked to 

the side of the road. These were the recipients of lots of best 

wishes of thoughts and prayers, and maybe even a few coins in 

their pans. Jesus brought sight to the blind, living water to a 

marginalized woman, working legs to a lame man, and life to a 

dead man. But in the end, these loving acts of charity only fixed 

symptoms of a broken political, economic and religious system, 

offered some grace to those from whom religious authorities had 

withheld it, and brought personal love to a few people. 
 

Jesus knew that the systems themselves had to be challenged—

the way power was gotten and used in the political, economic, 

and religious systems. He marched into Jerusalem as a voice of 

love with a desire to change the systems that led to the things 

that cause the hurt. He died for that, so that we can live for that. 
 

I leave you with a quote by Parker Palmer. “To be fully alive is to 

act…. Action, like a sacrament, is the visible form of an invisible 

spirit, an outward manifestation of an inward power…. When we 

act, we not only express what is in us and help give shape to our 

world; we also receive what is outside us, and reshape our inner 

selves.”  
 

The perpetrator within each of us—the parts of ourselves that are 

hurt and potentially reactive—must be extinguished, before the 

love of Christ can be fully manifested in and through us.  

 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR  

Kindness Rocks & Root Beer Floats 

Sunday, April 23    11 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

in the Wiltse Center fellowship area 

Rock painting  

Lunch provided 

Root beer floats 

All ages welcome! 
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DISCOVERING CRAFT 
Harbor Minicrafting to Present at Craft Circle Meeting 
Ann Antaya, Church of the Dunes Craft Circle       

 

Harbor Minicrafters, the local chapter of the National Association of Miniature Enthusiasts 

(NAME), brings their craft to the April 13 meeting. Harbor Minicrafters was established thirty 

years ago and one of the charter members was our very own Donna Vanderbroek from Church 

of the Dunes. (Donna passed in December 2021 and is dearly missed.) Julie Volk, current 

Minicrafters president, and other club members will talk about the art of miniatures. They will 

also instruct meeting attendees on making a “mini” to take home.  
 

April’s presentation is a joint effort of the Craft Circle and 

Finishing Well Ministry (55+). In the coming months, 

Finishing Well will arrange a group tour of the Midwest 

Miniature Museum in Grand Haven. Craft Circle will be 

included in the discounted group rate.  
 

Craft Circle welcomes all—women, men, crafters, non-

crafters, church members, and non-members.  There is no 

formal membership. We meet the second Thursday of the 

month (April 13) at 10 a.m. in the Ryder Lounge. Drinks and 

dessert provided. Please direct questions to the church 

office for Ann Antaya.  

 

 

 

TALKING ABOUT MONEY 
Leaving an offering check? Paying for a book for a class? Please help.  
Cathryn Marshall, Administrative Assistant, 

As a reminder, all cash and checks brought to the church office are to be placed into the secure 

drop box near the office door.  Cash must be placed into an envelope with a deposit form – 

both are available on the counter in front of the drop box. Two unrelated people are required to 

verify the cash amount going into the envelope. If you are dropping off a check (either loose or 

in a pledge envelope), you will be asked to place it into the secure drop box rather than 

handing it to a staff member or leaving it on a desk. These protocols protect the church and 

church staff. Please call the church office with any questions. Thank you for your help.  

 

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday  

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
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REACHING OUT 
Adult Ministries Prepares to Send Easter Care Cards: 

Contact Info Updates Appreciated 
Susan Thorpe, Chairperson, Adult Ministries  
 

The Care Cards project is a way to stay connected with Church of the Dunes’ college students 

and military personnel while they are away from home. Each 

individual receives a personal greeting card and a $10 Starbucks 

gift card near Thanksgiving and Easter. This outreach is our way of 

letting them know that their church family is thinking of them.  

We encourage Church of the Dunes members to share current 

contact information for your children or family members that would 

be eligible to receive these cards. Some of the young adults on our 

mailing list will be graduating or have a new military address. 

Please contact Susan Thorpe to add or update contact information. 

For assistance connecting with Susan, contact the church office.  

 

 

 

 

FEEDING THE HUNGRY 
Church of the Dunes to Provide A Week of Evening Meals for Family Promise 
Dave Hoffman, Coordinator, Church of the Dunes Family Promise Volunteers  
 

Church of the Dunes will soon have an opportunity to provide evening meals to the families at 

Family Promise of the Lakeshore, located in Muskegon.  The next “hosting” week is April 16 – 

22.  Typically Family Promise is hosting two to four families with a total number of guests ranging 

from 10—16.  Volunteers are needed to provide meals; the meals may either be home cooked or 

bought at an area restaurant. Volunteers are asked to deliver meals to the Family Promise Day 

Center about 5 p.m. on their assigned day.  If you would like to be of service please sign up on 

the Family Promise bulletin board, which is located near the church office. If you have questions 

or would like more information, please contact Dave Hoffman. For assistance connecting with 

Dave, contact the church office.  

 

 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat 

Matthew 25:35 
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LEARN AND GROW IN FAITH 
Classes and Discussion Groups for Adults  
Cathy Shick, Adult Education Coordinator 
 

All adults are welcome to participate in studies and discussion groups.  
 

Faith Linked  

Sundays 10:45 a.m., Ryder Lounge (located along the main floor hallway) 

Bron and Barry Kram, facilitators 
 

Join in on Sundays for a discussion of current events and social issues from 

a faith-focused perspective. The topic is new each week; attend weekly or 

drop in as your schedule allows.  
 

Monday Reading Group  

“Personal Librarian” by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray 

April 24, 2:00 p.m., Social Hall (lower level), Gayle Cox, facilitator   
 

“The Personal Librarian tells the story of an extraordinary woman, famous for her 

intellect, style, and wit, and shares the lengths she must go to—for the protection 

of her family and her legacy—to preserve her carefully crafted white identity in 

the racist world in which she lives.” Please provide your own book, read as much 

of it as you can, and join in the discussion.  
 

Jesus in the Shadows:  

Seeing Jesus in the Bible’s Most Well-Known Old Testament Stories 

Cathy Shick, facilitator 
 

Two sessions to choose from: 

 Tuesdays 10 a.m., begins April 11, 7 weeks, Ryder Lounge (main floor) 
 

 Thursdays 10 a.m., begins April 13, 7 weeks, 1st session Room 13 (lower 

level), 2nd session Ryder Lounge (main floor) 
 

This Bible study will focus on the book by the same name by Eric Robinson. 

Books are $10 and will be available after worship on April 9. To sign up, contact 

the facilitator. For assistance, contact the church office.  
 

Unafraid: Living with Hope and Courage 

Barry and Bron Kram, facilitators 

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., begins April 19, 6 weeks, Ryder Lounge (main floor) 

This study explores the book Unafraid: Living with Hope and Courage in 

Uncertain Times by well-known pastor and author Adam Hamilton. Participants 

are asked to provide their own books. Sessions will include DVD presentations 

along with group discussions. A companion devotional called Living Unafraid is 

also available. To sign up, contact the facilitators. For assistance, please 

contact the church office.  
 

Book images and summaries: amazon.com and Christianbook.com 
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CONNECT AND SERVE 
United Women in Faith News and Updates 
Ruth Woodward, Church of the Dunes United Women of Faith 
 

United Women in Faith has been busy, as usual.  
 

Ruth Circle’s Valentine Hugs (soup delivery) was its 

usual success, sending blessings to many members. The 

very generous donations of undies for March’s Undie Sundays is sure to make a difference for 

many in need. April will be a busy month of planning for upcoming events. Look for those 

delicious Muffins for Mom on Mother's Day. There will be a variety to choose from in packs of 4, 

all for a "Free Will" offering.  As always, proceeds will go to missions. 
 

Speaking of Missions, Church of the Dunes United Women in Faith recently distributed funds 

from the Christmas Boutique and Cookie Walk: the Habitat for Humanity Unity Build received 

$500, Hope Project received $500 to support its work to combat human trafficking, and Beautiful 

Souls Ministries received $500. (If you haven't checked out this ministry, they are located in the 

strip mall adjacent to D & W in Grand Haven.) United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

received $1500 for disaster relief for the earthquakes in the Middle East.  
 

We purchased 3 subscriptions to RESPONSE magazine which will be appearing in the church  

library soon.  This magazine has excellent articles/stories about United Women in Faith and their 

mission to help women and children throughout the world.  Reading it counts toward the UWF 

reading program!  Also check out a number of new books from the reading list. Thanks to Gayle 

Cox for keeping us up to date and always finding some remarkable reads. The church library is 

open to all, and the check-out system is easy to use.  
 

Plans continue to come together for our White Elephant Sale in June. Now is the time to start 

your spring cleaning and set aside those unused/unwanted items to benefit this sale.  Stay tuned 

for information about where and when you can start bringing items. 
 

Knitters, artists, crafters, it's never too early to begin thinking about the Christmas bazaar. Go 

ahead and start some of those projects now.  
 

New to the church? Please consider attending a circle meeting to find out more. These groups 

meet mostly for fellowship, study, craft bees, and missions work. All groups welcome new 

members at any time! It's a great way to meet other people, become involved, and make a 

difference. 
 

   Mary Circle meets the 1
st
 Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

   Esther Circle meets the 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. 

   Ruth Circle meets the 4
th
 Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

   There is also a Craft Circle—please see page 3 for details. 
          

 

For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them. 

Matthew 18:20 
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COMING UP IN WORSHIP 

APRIL 2— Palm Sunday 

 Communion  

 CHANCEL CHOIR 

 in worship 

APRIL 9— Easter Sunday 

 CHANCEL CHOIR, 

 BELLS OF GLORY, 

 BRASS TRIO AND 

 TIMPANI in  

 worship 

 

APRIL 16— 1st Sunday of 

 Easter 

 CHANCEL CHOIR 

 in worship 

APRIL 23— 2nd Sunday of 

 Easter BELLS OF 

 GLORY in worship 

APRIL 30— 3rd Sunday of 

 Easter 

 GUITAR CLUB  in 

 Worship 

 

April 2023 

HE IS RISEN! 

We are getting ready to celebrate the Resurrection 

at Church of the Dunes! Choirs, bells, and many    

instrumentalists are preparing for Easter.  I hope 

you’ll join us for all of our very special worship            

opportunities during Holy Week. 
 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

We will once again have mid-week services during 

Holy Week.  On Thursday, April 6 in the sanctuary we 

will host a Maundy Thursday worship which will      

include communion around tables, music, and      

reflection.  On Good Friday, April 7, we will host a 

Tenebrae worship service at 7pm in the sanctuary.   
 

ONLINE WORSHIP 

All of the in-person worship services at the Dunes are 

also livestreamed to our YouTube channel.  Join us 

online for worship on Sundays and for Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday at 7pm. Can’t make it on 

time? No problem, all services are available for 

viewing at the conclusion of the livestream. 
 

JOIN US! 

Spring is a great time to get involved in music. Join 

us in Chancel Choir on Wednesdays at 7pm or for 

Bells on Mondays at 7pm.  Hope to see you then. 
 

I look forward to seeing you in church soon!   

Megan 

Worship Arts Ministry: Notes from the Loft 

by Megan Horist, Director of Worship Arts 
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FOR PEACE 
A United Methodist Quest to End Gun Violence 
Val Martin, Church of the Dunes Gun Violence Prevention (GVP) Task Group 

 

In 2021, the United Michigan Annual Conference of the Methodist Church passed a motion to 

take action to address the rise in gun violence. Inclusive of Conference leadership, 

congregations, clergy, and laity – the following actions were among those listed: 
 

 Contact local, state and national leaders to support legislation and funding designed to reduce 

gun violence, including background checks and assault weapon ban. 
 

 Join the End Gun Violence Now campaign. 
 

The United Methodist Church recognizes that prayer is essential; but it has not been enough to 

enact change and save lives. The time for action is now. At the February meeting of the Church of 

the Dunes Council, the council voted to support the passage of legislation in Michigan which 

improves background checks, creates an extreme risk (red flag) law, and requires safe storage 

when children are present.   
 

In January 2023, the United Methodist Church of the Dunes Missions and Social Concerns 

Committee authorized the creation of a task group to address the issue of gun violence. Val 

Martin and ten others now work on this important task.  The group is actively working on planning 

education events, including a showing of Gabby Giffords’s recent documentary. The task force 

has also been providing advocacy communications to state legislators, including flyers, letters 

and envelopes, and sample email messages, for members to send.  Work is underway for a local 

Stop the Violence march in the area this summer.  The group is collaborating with a similar group 

formed by the St. John’s Episcopal Church.   
 

You can find more information at End Gun Violence Michigan website.  

Red hymnals, red doors, red in the Methodist logo. 

Why?  

The color red is used as a reminder of several things, 

including: 

 Jesus’s sacrifice 

 The Holy Spirit and Pentecost 

 Those who have sacrificed for their faith  
 

The painting at left is by Mary Mihovich.  
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FAITH, LEARNING, AND FUN 
Family Ministries Gears Up for a Faith-Focused and Fun April 
Crystal Claus, Director of Family Ministries 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

April Theme: Rise and Shine 
 

After Children's Time during worship, children are 

invited to go to the lower level classrooms for 

Sunday School. There are faith-focused 

activities, Bible stories, arts and crafts, and more.  
 

April 2: Learn about the time Peter denied 

knowing Jesus. 

Big idea: I can stick with Jesus when my day is 

dark. 

Bible: Matthew 26:31-35, 57-75 
 

April 9: Learn about Jesus ’ death and resurrection. 

Big idea: Jesus is alive today and every day! 

Bible: Matthew 27:45-28:10 
 

April 16: Learn about the time Jesus appeared to the disciples after coming back to life.  

Big idea: I can meet with Jesus every day. 

Bible: John 20:19-31 
 

April 23: Learn about Jesus joining some friends on the road to Emmaus. 

Big idea: Jesus is there for me every day. 

Bible: Luke 24:13-35 
 

April 30: Learn about the time Jesus restored Peter. 

Big idea: I can share God’s love every day. 

Bible: John 21:1-17 

 

 

MAKINGA DIFFERENCE FOR KIDS 

Family Ministries Collecting Items for Kids Food Basket 
During April, Family Ministries will collect items for the Kids Food Basket 

(KFB)  A collection basket will be located near the church office. During 

Sunday coffee fellowship times, all are invited to help decorate lunch bags 

with inspiring quotes or sayings.  Items needed: single-serving fruit cups or 

pouches, pudding cups, meat sticks (i.e. Slim Jims), 8 lb. or XL brown paper 

lunch bags, bulk items for KFB trail mix: cheerios, pretzels, cheese crackers.  

 

Continued on the next page... 
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Continued from previous page... 

 

 

 
 

FUN FOR ALL 

Family Ministries Hosts Kindness Rocks & Root Beer Floats: April 23 
 

Did someone say root beer floats?   

Kindness is so sweet and needs to be shared. Church of 

the Dunes members and friends are invited to “Kindness 

Rocks and Root Beer Floats” on April 23 Funday Sunday 

from 11:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. in the Wiltse Center fellowship 

area. We will take simple rocks and paint them with 

creative messages of hope and kindness to be placed in 

the flowerbeds at the church. You do not need to be a 

grand artist to create these little bundles of good cheer.  If 

sharing God's gift of kindness isn't sweet enough, we will 

have root beer floats after the painting is completed.  We 

hope you'll join us! Lunch is provided too.  

 

 

 

MORE FUN FOR ALL 

Faith & Family Funday Sundays 
Sundays  11:00—1:00 p.m. 

Does NOT meet on Easter, April 9 

Lunch provided  

Activities, crafts, board games, and open gym 

Wiltse Center fellowship area 

For families, individuals, the young, and the young-at-

heart. 

Stay for the whole time or stop in as your schedule 

allows.  

 

 

 

Church of the Dunes is a family of faith and welcomes the young and young-at-

heart to Funday Sundays! 
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STEWARDING BLESSINGS 
Church Finances—Where Are We? 
Mike Anthes, Finance Committee 
 

When the Finance committee reports on how we are doing, it often includes an array of numbers 

which can be confusing at times.  Those numbers measure where we’ve been in the last year and 

where we’re headed in the future combined with possible changes we might need to make during 

the year.  These numbers are extremely important and merit review by members.  While not 

intending to downplay the value of those numbers, it might serve us well to take a temporary 

pause from the numbers and look for a moment at “where are we” and how we feel about our 

church finances from a soul-searching side. 

There is no doubt that the past few years have been a challenge financially for the church.  Giving 

is and has been diminished due to member departures and member deaths and a host of 

financial pressures like rising costs and inflation—oftentimes it has been a struggle to obtain what 

we need to conduct the business of saving souls.  There’s not much verbiage needed to present 

a bleak picture and many of us get stuck on that message.  Members report not feeling now like 

they did years earlier about church finances.  The church experiences the same general 

pressures and societal changes that the rest of the world feels.  

Some hope a person will ride up on a white horse and drop bags of cash at the front doors of the 

church and certainly, we need to be positive in our view.  More importantly, what has happened is 

that looking back just a few years, our financial picture looked dismal.  Currently, our finances are 

not where we would like them, but are markedly better than before. 

Our church remains one of the most loving, caring, and generous churches in the area.  We care 

for each other as well for members of the community.  The list of the “who” we are and “what” we 

do is a very long one which merits our attention looking at the soft sides of finances. We do very 

well in many venues and have many which still need seed money and improvement.  Maybe most 

important is that we have hope. Money cannot buy love or hope, nor what we feel for one 

another. 

 

…Hope is an anchor dropped into the future. 

We feel you pulling us toward it once again. 
 

Kate Bowler - ”The Lives We Actually Have” 

 

 

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 

times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  
 

2 Corinthians 9:8  
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