
 
 

 

 

 
 



 
March 26, 2023                                                               In Person Worship  

 

 

We Gather 
 

Gathering Music    
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                            We Praise God 
 

*Invitation to Worship  

 

Leader: Welcome pilgrims on the way to the cross. 

People: We are learning to follow Jesus. 

Leader: The journey is long, and the burden of our sins and struggles feels so heavy. 

People: Yet we will hope in God because with God, there is steadfast love. 

Leader: All around us, we witness neighbors and communities who are lifeless, 
despairing that they could ever be revived. 

People: Yet God tells us that to come back to life, we must come together. 

Leader: Year after year of change and struggle have taken their toll – how can anyone 
bring forth life when we feel so parched and tired? 

People: Yet God meets the lifeless with the breath of life, reviving us again to 
worship and follow God’s way. 

Leader: Pilgrims on the way, come let us worship God! 

People: We come to worship God! Let’s sing together! 

 
*Hymn #61                                        “Come, Thou Almighty King”      
                                                              
Children’s Time 
 

Special Music “What Wondrous Love is This?”  arr. Larson 
  Bells of Glory 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Forgive us, O God, when we see the world through rose-colored glasses rather than as it really 
is, much less the way you seek it to be. Forgive us, Holy One, when we forsake lively and risky 
faith calling us to be agents of change in our world for the bland conviction that all will be 
well. Renew us with your grace and ground us with your Spirit, that we might be empowered 
to live, in word and deed, as testimonies to the power of your love over the grave. In Jesus 
Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance   
 
Moment for Mission Humanity for Prisoners Jim Niewenhuis 
  

Invitation to the Offering  
    

Offertory      “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” arr. Larson 
  Bells of Glory                                                      
*Doxology #94 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of Dedication 
 

Almighty and restoring God, we have been living through some difficult days, as churches and 
as individuals. We experience days when we rise, wondering if we will make it through one 
more day, whether the church will survive for another generation; and we feel like those dry 
bones in the valley. As we offer our tithes and offerings, help us to hear the word of hope the 
prophet shares, not just with our ears but with our hearts. May it call us out of the grave of 
despair and back to life and service. In Christ’s powerful and life-giving name we pray. Amen. 
 

We Share the Word 
  

A Reading from the Old Testament                                                                             Ezekiel 37:1-14  
 

Special Music                                               “Come Alive”                                              Daigle/Ferren  
  Megan Horist  
           
A Reading from the Gospel                                                                                               John 1:1-45 
   
Sermon                                                     “Dead? …Not So Fast”                                     Pastor Lou 
 

Pastoral Prayers 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our loving God in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kindom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For all the power 
and glory are Yours, now and forever.   Amen. 

 
 

 We Respond to the Word 
 

*Final Hymn      “Revive Us Again”   
                                                                                        

                                                                                       

We are Sent Forth 
 

*Benediction 
 

   Loving God, we ask that You: 
 

    Create breakthroughs,  
    Open doors,  
    Direct and inspire us  
 

   as we follow Jesus’ way: receiving and offering abundant hope and love in our lives,  
   our church, our community and Your world. May Your will be done. 

 

*Chimes & Parting Music  
 

 
*Please stand as you are able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Come, Thou Almighty King 

Hymn #61 
 

 Come, thou almighty King, 

help us thy name to sing, 

help us to praise! 

Father all glorious, 

o'er all victorious, 

come and reign over us, Ancient of Days! 

 

 Come, thou incarnate Word, 

gird on thy mighty sword, 

our prayer attend! 

Come, and thy people bless, 

and give thy word success; 

Spirit of holiness, on us descend! 

 

 Come, holy Comforter, 

thy sacred witness bear 

in this glad hour. 

Thou who almighty art, 

now rule in every heart, 

and ne'er from us depart, Spirit of power! 

 

 To thee, great One in Three, 

eternal praises be, 

hence, evermore. 

Thy sovereign majesty 

may we in glory see, 

and to eternity love and adore! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Doxology 

Hymn #94 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 

 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 

spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full 

of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in 

the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these 

bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 

word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 

breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and 

will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put 

breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the 

Lord.” 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 

had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no 

breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 

that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 

breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast 

multitude. 

 
 



11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 

cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says 

the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your 

graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put 

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 

soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says 

the Lord.” 

 
 

John 11:1-45 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 

her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 

perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 

So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; 

rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 

through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister 

and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 

days longer in the place where he was. 
 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 

The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone 

you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there 

not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk 

at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, 

he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 

there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen 

asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking 

about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 

sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake 

I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 

him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 

“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 



17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles 

away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever 

you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 

on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 

life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary 

and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 

And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now 

Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where 

Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house 

consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 

because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 

feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who 

came with her also weeping,  

he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 

cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the 

stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 

there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said 

to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory 

of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward 



and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you 

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 

here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said 

this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had 

seen what Jesus did believed in him. 
 

 

 

Revive Us Again 

  

We praise thee, O God, for the Son of thy love, 

for Jesus who died, and is now gone above. 

 

Refrain: 

Hallelujah! Thine the glory, hallelujah! Amen! 

Hallelujah! Thine the glory, revive us again. 

 

 We praise thee, O God, for thy Spirit of light 

who has shown us our Savior and scattered our night. [Refrain] 

 

 We praise thee, O God, for the joy thou hast given 

to thy saints in communion, these foretastes of heaven. [Refrain] 

 

 Revive us again, fill each heart with thy love. 

May each soul be rekindled with fire from above. [Refrain] 

 

 



This Week’s Calendar  
 

 

SUNDAY    March 26, 2023  
 9:30 AM Worship – Sanctuary 
 9:45 AM Grow Kids & Students – Lower level classrooms 
 10:30 AM Coffee Fellowship – Wiltse Center 
 10:45 AM Faith Linked – Ryder Lounge 
 11:00 AM Sunday Family Funday – Wiltse Center 

 

MONDAY   March 27, 2023 
       10:00 AM Knitters – Panera 
 1:00 PM Caregivers – Ryder Lounge 

   2:00 PM   Piano Lessons – Sanctuary 
 2:00 PM Book Club – Social Hall 

                5:30 PM Chair Yoga – Social Hall 
               7:00 PM Bell Choir – Choir Loft 
   

TUESDAY  March 28, 2023 
  No Pastor’s Office Hours today – resumes April 11 
     9:00 -10:50 AM   Pickleball  Clinic– Wiltse Center 
 10:00 AM Three Week Lent Bible Study (Week 2) – Social Hall 
           11:00 AM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 
 11:00 AM Staff Meeting – Ryder Lounge 
 7:00 PM Ruth Circle – Ryder Lounge 
            
   
WEDNESDAY  March 29,  2023 
     9:00 -10:50 AM   Open Pickleball – Wiltse Center 
 11:00 AM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 
 5:30 PM Soup Supper – Wiltse Center 
                6:00 PM   Group Guitar Lessons – Sanctuary 
                6:00 PM Lenten Study – Ryder Lounge 
                6:15 PM   Knitters – Conference Room 
 7:00 PM Chancel Choir – Choir Loft 
     
THURSDAY  March 30, 2023 
      9:00-10:50 AM Open Pickleball – Wiltse Center 
            11:00 AM Chair Yoga – Social Hall 
 11:00 AM Private Lessons – Wiltse Center 
 5:30 PM Gentle Yoga – Social Hall            
 

FRIDAY  March 31, 2023 
  Office Closed 
   

SATURDAY  April 1 2023 
  No Scheduled Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



News – Activities – Events 
 

 

MISSION MOMENT – MARCH 26 
On Sunday, March 26, Humanity for Prisoners will provide a short presentation during worship. If you would 
like to contribute to the work of this organization, please make checks payable to Church of the Dunes and 
note Mission Moment on the memo line.  
 

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORMS DUE – MARCH 26 
Easter flower orders are due March 26. Order forms are available at the Welcome Center. The flowers will 
be used to decorate the worship space on Easter morning and may be taken home afterwards.  
 

PALM SUNDAY – ARPIL 2 
Please join us for 9:30 a.m. worship on Palm Sunday, April 2. On this first day of Holy Week, we remember 
Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem. We will celebrate communion at this service.  
 

HUNGER OFFERING – APRIL 2 
On Sunday, April 2, Church of the Dunes will gather a hunger offering for Supper House.  
 

NAME TAG SUNDAY – APRIL 2 
On Sunday, April 2, please wear a name tag for worship and coffee fellowship time afterwards. This is a 
great way to help us all get better acquainted, and it helps the communion servers too.  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP – APRIL 6 
Maundy Thursday worship is at 7:00 p.m. on April 6 in the Sanctuary. This service will include communion 
around large tables. Please put this date on your calendar as we remember the last supper Jesus shared 
with his disciples.  
 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP – APRIL 7 
Good Friday worship is at 7:00 p.m. on April 7. This Tenebrae service remembers Jesus’s death, preparing 
us to celebrate his resurrection on Easter morning.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS COLLECTING EGG CARTONS 
Family Ministries is collecting egg cartons to use for a Sunday School Easter-themed craft. If you have 
empty cartons to share, please leave them in the nursery.  
 

 

Spring Bible and Book Studies for Adults 
 

Jesus in the Shadows: Seeing Jesus in Well-known Old Testament Stories 
Tuesdays 10 a.m., begins April 11, 7 weeks, Ryder Lounge, or 
Thursdays 10 a.m., begins April 13, 7 weeks, first session Room 13, second session Ryder Lounge 
Cathy Shick, facilitator 
This study focuses on the book Jesus in the Shadows by Eric Robinson. Books are $10 and will be available 
after worship on March 26 and April 9. 
 

Unafraid: Living with Hope and Courage 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., begins April 19, 6 weeks, Ryder Lounge 
Barry and Bron Kram, facilitators 
This study explores the book Unafraid: Living with Hope and Courage in Uncertain Times by well-known 
pastor and author Adam Hamilton. Participants are asked to provide their own books.  
 

For additional information on either of these classes, contact the facilitators. For assistance making the 
connection, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sundays at Church of the Dunes 
 

Worship – 9:30 a.m. Sanctuary 
For a link to worship by recorded livestream, visit www.umcdunes.org/worship. 

 

Nursery – available during 9:30 a.m. worship 
It is located a short distance down the hall from the worship space.  

 

Sunday School – lower level classrooms 
The pastor will dismiss students to Sunday school from worship after the Children’s Time.  

Sunday school leaders lead the students to the Wiltse Center fellowship area after worship.  
 

Coffee and Refreshments – 10:30 a.m.  Wiltse Center  
Please stop by the Wiltse Center fellowship area after worship for coffee and refreshments. 

 

Faith Linked Discussion Group for Adults 
Faith Linked meets at 10:45 a.m. in the Ryder Lounge and explores a different topic each week from a 

faith-focused perspective. All adults are welcome.  
 

Funday Sundays – 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Activities, games, open gym, arts and crafts, and more. Pizza lunch provided. 

(Does not meet on Easter, April 9.)  All are welcome.  
 

 

 

Giving and Attendance 
  

Date/Week Of Offerings 
Received 

Weekly Average 
Year-to-Date 

Weekly Budgeted 

March 19 $6,587 $8,592 $8,885 

 
 

To give by mail, please send offering to United Methodist Church of the Dunes, 717 Sheldon Road, Grand 
Haven, MI 49417. To give online, visit https://umcdunes.org/give/.  
 

Worship attendance on March 19, 2023 was 127. As of March 21, the March 19 recorded livestream service 
had 61 views. One view may include more than one person viewing the service together.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.umcdunes.org/worship
https://umcdunes.org/give/


All are Welcome 
 

The United Methodist Church of the Dunes aspires to love as Jesus loved.  
We open our hearts, minds, and doors to all.  

This congregation invites persons of all races, sexual orientations and gender identities, ages, abilities, 
and socio-economic status to participate fully in all aspects of the Christian life. 

 

 

Praises and Prayers 

 
FLOWERS IN THE WINDOW are in celebration of Karen & Dave Hoffman’s 59th wedding anniversary. 

 

 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
 
         Today’s birthdays:  Kay Erickson, Val Martin 
 

March 28 Royce McCastle 

April 1 James Hartman 
  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Church Office 
 
INCLEMENT WINTER WEATHER INFORMATION 
When Grand Haven Area Public schools close due to inclement winter weather, Church of the Dunes closes 
and all activities are canceled. If Sunday worship will be canceled because of inclement winter weather, 
closing information is provided to WOOD TV8.  
 

OFFICE HOURS AND PUBLICATION DEADLINES: The Church Office is open Monday-Thursday from 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. or by appointment. The bulletin insert deadline is Tuesdays at noon. The Dunes Digest 
newsletter deadline is the 15th of the month.  
 

PLEASE KEEP US UP TO DATE if you or a family member is hospitalized, going to be having surgery, or 
is homebound and would like a visit. Please let us know if you have experienced a death in your family. We 
would like to be supportive and we appreciate your help. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 
Liturgist:   Robert Mann 
Music:     Bells of Glory, Megan Horist, Marna Jeffery 
Technology: Don Woodward, Paige Horist 
Ushers: Sam Easterly, Sally Liebertz, Gail Merz, Rich Cole 
Coffee Hour: Sherry Baker 

 
Next Week – April 2 
Liturgist:   Dave Hoffman  
Music:     Chancel Choir, Megan Horist, Marna Jeffery 
Technology:   Blair Miller,  
Ushers:           Sam Easterly, Neal Miller, Karyn & Gary Gillan 
Coffee Hour:          Sherry Baker, Vicki Reis 
 

Church of the Dunes is a family of faith which seeks to: 
         grow in God’s grace and love 
         challenge and equip all members to be faithful disciples 
         share the Good News 
         demonstrate and reflect the love of God 

 

 
 

Church office hours are Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
For pastoral emergencies, please call Pastor Diane directly on her cellphone at 231-457-3744. 

 


