
 
 

 

 



 
 
May 2, 2021                                       Online Worship  

 

 

We Gather 
 

Gathering Music   
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

We Praise God 
 

Invitation to Worship 

 

Leader: Come and sit with me; we shall study the Word. 
People: Together we shall read and understand. 
Leader: Come and kneel with me; we shall break the bread. 
People: Together we shall eat and be satisfied. 
Leader: Come and walk with me; we shall part the waters. 
People: Together we shall risk, and behold, we shall be changed. 

 

*Hymn #89   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”    
   

Children’s Message     
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

 Merciful One, you know when we are afraid to love; you know when we are too cowardly to 
show mercy.  Forgive us, we pray.  Remind us again that perfect love casts out such fears.  
Surround us and strengthen us with your perfect love, even in the face of our imperfections.  
Imbue us with a love so strong, with such growth toward perfection, that we may cast aside 
our pride and embrace the power of love.  Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance 

 God abides in you! God is breathing, living, forgiving, restoring you in this moment, and in the days 
to come.   As God is in us, we can live, work, care for others, so that love, hope and joy might touch 
all people. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen. 

 

Reflection on Offering 
 
Prayer of Dedication  

 

 God of the wide universe and God who is closer than our own heartbeat: we long to dwell in 
your closeness, abiding in you and you abiding in us. However, the call to abide in other 
places is strong: to abide in the world of popularity and acceptance or in the world of 
increasing wealth and power centered around our own wants and desires. As we offer our 
gifts and ourselves to you, help us turn away from other calls and abide in that place of our 
heart’s deepest desire: in your Son, Jesus, and he in us. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We Share the Word 
 
A Reading from the New Testament  1 John 4:7-21 
 
Worship Song                                           “Holy Spirit” Towalt/Torwalt 
   Meg Horist  
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                                                             Acts 8:26-40 
 
Sermon                                         “Justice Denied – Not Anymore”                                       Pastor Lou 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  see insert 
 
Sacrament of Communion 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

          Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. 
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

  

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Final Hymn  #557 “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”  
   

We are Sent Forth 

*Benediction 
 

*Parting Music    

 

 
*Stand as you are able 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             



  1 John 4:7-21 
 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 

is born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, for 

God is love.  God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son 

into the world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved 

God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.  No one 

has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 

 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit.  And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 

Savior of the world.  God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, 

and they abide in God.  So we have known and believe the love that God has for 

us. 

 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day 

of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.  There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 

has not reached perfection in love.  We love because he first loved us.  Those who 

say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not 

love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 

not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 

love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Acts 8:26-40 

 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.)  So he 

got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come 

to Jerusalem to worship  and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 

reading the prophet Isaiah.  Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot 

and join it.”  So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 

asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  He replied, “How can I, unless 

someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  Now the 

passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

        so he does not open his mouth. 

 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

    Who can describe his generation? 

        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 

about himself or about someone else?”  Then Philip began to speak, and starting 

with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.  As they were 

going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 

here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?”  He commanded the 

chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 

water, and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 

the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing.  But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 

region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn #89 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

 

All thy works with joy surround thee,earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 

stars and angels sing around thee,center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain,flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain,call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving,ever blessing, ever blest, 

wellspring of the joy of living,ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother,all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other,lift us to the joy divine. 

 

           Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began; 

love divine is reigning o'er us,binding all within its span. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; 

joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn #557 

Blest Be the Tie that Binds 
 

 Blest be the tie that binds 

our hearts in Christian love; 

the fellowship of kindred minds 

is like to that above. 

 

 Before our Father's throne 

we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

our comforts and our cares. 

 

 We share each other's woes, 

our mutual burdens bear; 

and often for each other flows 

the sympathizing tear. 

 

 When we asunder part, 

it gives us inward pain; 

but we shall still be joined in heart, 

and hope to meet again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING* 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 

always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 

You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 

and spoke to us through the prophets. 

 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 

Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 

to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had 

come when you would save your people. 

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your 

Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us  

 

 

 

 



a new covenant by water and the Spirit. When the Lord Jesus ascended, 

he promised to be with us always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.  On 

the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, 

broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 

disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me." 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, 

in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 

wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the 

world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to 

all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly 

banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS  
Lou Grettenberger – Pastor 
Carla Kocher - Announcements 
Dave Hoffman – Online Liturgist 
Dave Hoffman – In-Person Liturgist  
Megan Horist – Music & Production 
Marna Jeffery – Organ & Keyboard 
 
 
 

Church of the Dunes is a family of faith which seeks to: 
         grow in God’s grace and love 
         challenge and equip all members to be faithful disciples 
         share the Good News 
         demonstrate and reflect the love of God 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Ministers:       all members of the congregation 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Louis Grettenberger (231-883-9806;    pastorlou@umcdunes.org) 
Administrative Assistant:  Cathryn Marshall (office@umcdunes.org) 
Director of Worship Arts:  Megan Horist (mhorist@umcdunes.org) 
Organist/Accompanist:   Marna Jeffery (mjeffery@umcdunes.org) 
Dir of Family Ministries:    Daniel Malseed (dmalseed@umcdunes.org) 
Asst Dir of Family Ministries:  Ashley Boersma (aboersma@umcdunes.org) 
Director of Communications:  Carla Kocher (communications@umcdunes.org) 
Finance Manager:    Tom Eggebeen (financemanager@umcdunes.org) 
Custodian:     Chuck Welton (office@umcdunes.org) 
Kitchen Coordinator:   Sherry Baker (sbaker@umcdunes.org) 
Office Assistant:    Shirley Chappell 
Covenant Missionaries:   Dr. Lester & Debbie Dornon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A staff member will answer calls to the church office (616-842-7980) from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.  For pastoral emergencies, please call Pastor Lou directly on his cell phone listed above.  
Staff members are monitoring emails.  The church building is still closed at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, May 2, 2021 
 

Sundays at 8:30 a.m. - Online Worship Service at www.umcdunes.org 
Visit www.umcdunes.org/worship to view the online worship service. Each Sunday worship service is scheduled to be 
posted by 8:30 a.m. and is available to watch throughout the day and week. You can also find these on the church’s 
YouTube channel. To find the channel, type Church of the Dunes YouTube into an internet search.  
 

9:30 a.m. In-person Worship Service – reservations required 
Reservations are required for in-person worship services. To make a reservation, contact the church office at (616) 
842-7980 or office@umcdunes.org by or before noon on Thursdays. In-person worship services are being held in the 
sanctuary. For worship, please enter the building through the main (big, red, wooden) doors.  

Drive-in and Listen to In-person Worship on 99.7 FM 
The in-person worship services are broadcast live over a low-power radio station that can be heard in the church 
parking lot. On arrival, watch for the designated parking area and tune your car radio to 99.7 FM. 
 
 

Announcements  
 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 

May 2 is Communion Sunday. If you are worshiping online, you are invited to use bread and juice from home for 
communion. Communion will be served at in-person worship, and ushers will bring communion elements to those 
vehicles in and near the radio listening area of the parking lot.  
 

MEETING NOTICE - CHURCH CONFERENCE - MAY 2 

A Church Conference will be held on Sunday, May 2, 2021 at 10:30 a.m., following morning worship. The meeting is 
open to all and the legislative item will be voted on by members of Church of the Dunes only. The purpose of this 
meeting is to consider a recommendation by the Trustees and Administrative Council to sell a small portion of Church 
of the Dunes’ property on Woodland St.  
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY – MAY 16 

Church of the Dunes will celebrate high school graduates on May 16, 2021. If you are graduating and would like to 
participate in graduation Sunday, please contact Ashley Boersma by Sunday, May 2.  

 
NEW BIBLE STUDY FOR ADULTS – PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom, six weeks, begins May 5, Jan Stuart, facilitator 

Ready for renewal? Christ speaks to us through Paul and the message is life-changing. Explore the impact the Book 
of Romans had on John Wesley and discover more about Paul’s letter as it brings deepened spiritual identity and 
welcomed grace. To sign up, contact the facilitator, or use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board near the church 
office. For assistance, contact the church office. 
 

MUFFINS FOR MOM – MAY 9 

United Methodist Women (UMW) will be offering muffins to take home next Sunday, May 9 (Mother’s Day). There will 
be a wide variety to choose from. A free-will offering will be gathered at the muffin table. Proceeds will be used to 
support missions that serve women and children.  
 
UPDATED ONLINE GIVING TOOL  

VANCO, the company that supports Church of the Dunes online giving platform, has developed an updated online 
giving tool. This update is scheduled to appear on the Church of the Dunes website in early May. This feature is 
designed to make it easier to designate gifts for different purposes. If you are already giving to Church of the Dunes 
online, you do not need to do anything at this time. Any online giving that has already been set up will remain in place, 
and log-in details remain the same.  
 

DO YOU HAVE A GREEN THUMB? 

There is a volunteer opportunity for someone who would like to water and tend to the upkeep of the live plants on the 
ledge and also in the choir loft.  The plants would need a ‘drink’ about twice a week or so.  Please contact the church 
office for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.umcdunes.org/
http://www.umcdunes.org/worship
mailto:office@umcdunes.org


Welcome  
 

The United Methodist Church of the Dunes aspires to love as Jesus loved. 
 We open our hearts, minds, and doors to all.  

This congregation invites persons of all races, sexual orientations and gender identities, ages, abilities, and socio-
economic status to participate fully in all aspects of the Christian life. 

 
 

Praises, Prayers, and Thanks   
 
 

PLEASE JOIN OTHERS AROUND THE WORLD WHO ARE PRAYING FOR Mary Elizabeth Inn, San Francisco, CA; 

and Kathy Kuhn, Missionary. 
 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: 
      

May 4 Lou Grettenberger 
May 5 Tom Gordon 
May 6 Helen Preston 
May 8 Tom Grilley 

 

 

Giving and Attendance 
 

Date/Week Of Offerings Received Weekly Average 
Year-to-Date 

Weekly Budgeted 

April 18 $6,052 $9,582 $9,385 

April 25 $4,765 $9,298 $9,385 
 

 

 

To give by mail, please send offering to United Methodist Church of the Dunes, 717 Sheldon Road, Grand Haven, MI 
49417. To give online, visit https://umcdunes.org/give/. 

Online worship: As of April 27, the April 25 online worship service had 52  views. Each “view” may include multiple 

members of the same household watching together.   

In-person worship: Attendance at April 25 in-person worship was  65. 

 

Contact 
 

  www.umcdunes.org    office@umcdunes.org         (616) 842-7980 
        

For emergencies and pastoral care: (231) 883-9806 
 

A staff member is answering phones Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

Staff are also available by email. 
 

Facebook - log in and search for @UMCDunes  
 

 Instagram @churchofthedunes 
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